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Charlie George of Der 
England. 


Red Star and Derby | 


coming 
next year 


Charlie George, Viadislav 
Bogicevic, Bruce Rioch and Viadimir 
Petrovic will play here next year. 

They will come with Crevena zvezda Beograd 
and Derby County whose Australian tours are 
now being finalised. 

Crevena zvezda is the Yugoslav name for Red 
Star, the greatest club in Yugoslavia. 

Red Star and Derby will play matches against 
our national team. 

Red Star will be here in February and Derby 
County in May. 

- They wilt play in most capital cities, and 
National League games will be postponed so 
there is no competition for crowds. 

Red Star is the most successful team in 
Yugoslavia, having won the league cham- 
pionship 11 times since 1947 and the Marshall 
Tito Cup nine times. 

Its nearest rival in the league is Hajduk Split 
which has won the championship eight times, in- 
cluding last season... 

Red Star has boasted the greatest names in 
Yugoslav soccer — Dyer Sekularac who played 
in two World Cups, Rajko Mitic who played 
in three, Vladimir Beara, Yugoslavia’s 
greatest ever goalkeeper and right back Branko 
Stankovic, so long the backbone of the national 
team. 

There was also Bora Kostic who had 15 years 
with Red Star and about seven years with the 
national team. He still holds the aggregate 
goalscoring record in the Yugoslav First Divi- 
sion. 








Continued page 10 
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By LAURIE SCHWAB 


The president of FIFA, Dr Joao Havelange, and its 
secretary, Dr Helmut Kaeser may be asked to break the 
stalemate over the Oceania World Cup qualifying 


Although the Australian Soccer Federation has been 
working on it for almost half a year, it is still in the dark 
about where and when it will play its matches against 


Taiwan and New Zealand. 


If nothing is decided by November 20, when Dr 
Havelange and Dr Kaeser arrive for talks about the 
structure of the Oceania Confederation, the ASF will 
ask them to give firm directives about the qualifying 


series. 


The only thing that appears settled so 
far is that New Zealand will play BOTH its 
matches against Taiwan in New Zealand 
on March 20 and 23 next year. 


The football federations of the two 
countries are extremely friendly and ap- 
parently Taiwan has not pushed for a 
home game, giving New Zealand a 
decided advantage. 


It's significant that it was New Zealand 
which was responsible for giving Taiwan 
provisional membership of the Oceania 
Confederation before that membership 
was removed. 


The ASF has submitted the following 
dates and venues to FIFA, New Zealand 
and Taiwan, seeking agreement:. 

March 6: Australia v. New Zealand in 
Sydney. 

March 13 and 16: Australia v. Taiwan in 
Singapore. 

March 20 and 23: New Zealand v. 
Taiwan in Auckland. 

March 27: New Zealand v Australia in 
Auckland, 


Neither New Zealand nor Taiwan has 
responded so far, 

Australia cannot play Taiwan at home 
because the Australian Government, hav- 


‘ing no diplomatic relations with Taiwan, 


would not grant visas to a team purporting 
to represent China, as Taiwan does. 


The two matches between the countries 
were to have been played in Fiji but Fiji will 
allow the games only if Taiwan does not 
play under the name of Republic of China 
and does not display its flag. 


Continued page 10. 


BUILD— UP FOR THE 


Ampol, the first com- 
pany to sponsor 
Australian soccer, will 
once again swing its 
weight behind the Am- 
pol Cup next year. 

The Cup, which starts on Fri- 
day, January 28, will be the first 
big test for the reorganised 
State League. 

The VSF will run a con- 
centrated publicity campaign 
to ensure that the series is 
even bigger and better than 
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MPOL CUP 


Hakoah, Polonia, Green Guily 

Ajax, Essendon Lions, Altona 

City and Frankston City. 

* Matches will be played Fri- 

day and Saturday nights. 
Previous winners have been: 





Hellas, J.U.S.T., Alexander and 
Mooroolbark, the four National 
League clubs. 

Ampol is putting up prize 
money of $5000 as it has in 
previous years. 

Another early-season boon 
for Victorian fans will be an in- 
ternational match in February, 
against Red Star of Yugoslavia. 

It will ba the sacand visit hv 


an overseas team early in the 
season. 

The first will be by Hertha 03 
of West Berlin, which will meet 
a J.U.S.T-Hellas combined 
team at Olympic Park on 
Wednesday night, January 5. 

The 1976 Ampol Cup con- 
testants will be: George Cross, 
Sunshine, Slavia, Makedonia, 


esiiventiic § Rinnawanda Citu 


1955, 56, 57 J.U.S.T.; 1958 
George Cross; 1959 Juventus; 
1960 J.U.S.T.; 1961 George 
Cross; 1962 Wilhelmina; 1963, 
64 Polonia.. 1965 George 
Cross; 1966 J.U.S.T.; 1967 
Slavia; 1968 Croatia; 1969, 70 
Hellas; 1971, 72 Croatia; 1973 
Melbourne; 1974 George 
Cross; 1975 J.U.S.T.; 1976 


Liallan 





Joao Havelange 


OUR LAST 
ISSUE 
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+ By LAURIE SCHWAB 


The editor. 





ie 
This is “Soccer Action’s” last issue for 
1976—our first year of existence. We'll 


be back on January 26, in time for the 
start of the Ampol Cup. 


We've had a good year and we’re looking forward 
to an even better one in the inaugural National 
League season. 


There are many people we are indebted to. 
Among them are the officials of the Victorian Soc- 
cer Federation, especially secretary George 
Wallace and junior secretary Ann Jensen. They are 
the ones who supplied the senior and junior ladders. 


Thanks also to the former VSF chairman Mr Tony 
Kovac and his successor Mr John Barclay az well as 
the State League chairman Mr sam Papasavas who 
was succeeded by Mr Vito Cilauro. 

Thank-you to the advertisers who supported us 
during the year. Without their support, this paper 
would not be possible, so we hope they and a lot 
more will be with us next year. 

One of the most popular features of our paper has 
been the Yugoslav Airlines Player of the Year voting 
and we relay the gratitude of Victorian soccer to the 
airline for its support. 

Our gratitude also goes to National, which spon- 
sored our top scorers’ award; Table Top Bakery 
which provided a trip to Surfers Paradise for the 
best under 23 player and Mr Garment clothing store 
which also supplied prizes for the best player and 
top goalscorer. 


Continued page 710 
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Win Th 
KNOCKERS, KNOCKERS, 


KNOCKERS ... 


They are two bob a dozen and half as 
valueless. 

They are out again 
sands. 

This time they are on the back of the touring 
Australian soccer team and giving them a 
mighty hard time. : 

The International Press has thrown wood 
on the fire and given the bashers plenty of am- 
munition to work with. 

Everyone is saying how badly the team is 
performing. 

Thé simple fact remains that Australia is 
unbeaten after its first five matches. 

Yet | have yet to hear one person praise the 
side for its effort. 

Many say Australia should have beaten the 
sides it has by as much as four or five goals to 
have any chance of doing well on the latter, 
and more important part of the trip. 

Tonight (Wednesday) the Australians con- 
front Israel in what will most probably be the 
hardest match of the tour. 

After this we will be able to gauge just how 
good, or poor, the national side is. 

Maybe | would be best advised to reserve 


Leading 
scorers . 


Peter Ollerton of South 
Melbourne Hellas is the top 
scorer for 1976 — and he 
still has a few games fo go. 


... and in their thou- 


Ollerton is on tour with 
the national team. He has 
scored three godls so far, 
bringing his total to 30 for 
league, Ampol Cup, State 
League Cup, Dockerty Cup, 
State and national League 
games. 


The list is: 


30, Ollerton (Hellas). 
26. French (M’bark). 
18. Armstrong (Hellas), 


PETER SWEENEY 


my opinion until after the match, but | intend 
sticking my neck out and predicting an 
Australian win — or at least nothing worse 
than a draw. 

| don't believe in making excuses but con- 
sider the following points, and ! think you will 
agree that the Australians’ performances have 
been much better than they have been given 
credit for. 

@ The team is playing well below best form 
but is still winning games. This factor alone 


means they are a good side. Just imagine if’ 


the Australian team clicks — or at Jeast per- 
forms near its peak. I’d say that opposing 
teams would be in for a very worrying time. 

@ Injuries have hit the touring side hard 
and have prevented the selectors from 
fietding the strongest possible line-up in any 
one match. 

@ A great setback has been the injury to 
Tegular goalie Allan Maher. 

@ Defenders Doug Utjesenovic and Harry 
Williams, strikers Peter Ollerton and Murray 
Barnes and midfielder Jimmy Rooney have all 
been hampered by injuries. 


@ Stomach upsets and becoming ac- 
customed to varying climates and regular 
travel are playing havoc with the team. 

@ The players are still in the settling down 
stage and are still getting to know each other 
and their football ups and downs. 

Anyone who thinks Australia’s record 
against Israel is poor must have read the 
hockey results. 

Since 1969, the two countries have clashed 
seven times. 

israel has won three matches, Australia 


. two, and two have been drawn. 


The years, scores and venues and 
Australia’s teams In these seven matches are 
iste below, with Australia’s score written 

rst: 

1969: 0-1 (Tel Aviv), 1-1 (Sydney). 

1970: 1-0 (Tel Aviv). 

1971: 2-2 (Brisbane), 1-0 (Sydney), 1-3 
(Metbourne). 

1974: 1-2 (Tel Aviv). 

Australian teams for their seven clashes 
against Israel were: 

1969 (Tel Aviv): Corry, Keith, Schaefer, 
Zeman, Ackerley, Watkiss, Warren, Abonyi, 
Rutherford, Baartz, McColl (Vojtek). 

(Sydney): Corry, Keith, Schaefer, Marnoch, 
Ackerley, Warren (c), Walsh, Abonyi, Watkiss, 


Baartz, Vojtek (Rutherford). —~ 

1970: (Tel Aviv): Reilly, Roche, Wilson, 
Schaefer, Curran, Vojtek, Warren, Mackay, 
Blues (Richards), Alston (Doyle), Denton (Ir- 

ne) 

1971 (Brisbane): Romanowicz, Harris, 
Wilson, Micic, Alston, Rooney, Mackay, 
Baartz, Vojtek, Tolson, Ainslie. 

(Sydney): Romanowicz, Harris, Wilson, 
Micic, Alston, Rooney, Mackay, Baartz, Vo- 
jtek, Tolson, Ainslie. 

(Melbourne): Romanowicz, Harris, Wilson, 
Micic (Campbell), Alston, Mackay, Rooney, 
Baartz, Vojtek, Tolson (Turner), Ainslie. 

1974 (Tel Aviv): Reilly, Utjesenovic, Wilson, 
Schaefer, Williams, Richards, Rooney, 
Mackay, Alston, Ollerton (Manuel), Buljevic 
(Abonyi). 

| expect the Australians to turn in a real 
scorcher tonight and level the score at three 
victories each. 

The side is ready to play grandly and | 
believe they can prove themselves superior 
and | hope for the future of soccer that this is 
the case. 

One thing is certain — whatever Australia 
does during the second half of its itinerary — 
it will improve on in future internationals in the 
years to come. 
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Ristovski (JUST). 

17. Cumming (Sun). 

15. Buljevic (JUST). 

14. Palinkas (JUST), 
Cummings (Hellas). 

12. Murphy (GC). 

11. Gibson (Alex), Lynn 
(Ring) 

10° W agstaff (GC), Gillan 
(Alex), McIntyre (Mak), 
Clarey (M’bark). 


The chairman of the VSF, Mr Michael 
Weinstein (left) presents the Weinstein 
Medal to the Victorian Junior Player of the 
Year, Colin Allison of Melbourne. Colin has 
played in every Victorian State team from 
under 10 to under 16 — a total of 34 games, 
21 of them as captain. The Weinstein award 
also carries an annual scholarship of $100. 
Colin is now a member of Melbourne’s 
senior team. Picture by SAM BELFONTE. 


DIRECT TO PUBLIC 
RE-GO CLOTHING 


Manufacturers, Wholesalers and Importers 


MENSWEAR DIRECT FROM 
MANUFACTURER TO YOU 
AT WHOLESALE PRICES 
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HURRY! OUR 
OFFER LASTS 
2 WEEKS ONLY 


See even gen 


ry DLFEAP 
indoor tournament at Festival Hall tomorrow (Thursday)  tcsondostios 3 0 0 8 5 6 
night Mooreolbark 20112 8 4 
: Mekedonia . . . .1 0 21312 2 
Unbeaten in its three 4. Meese (Sun), Little Section D: Alexander 10 Hakosh . . .. .0 0 3 513 9 
preliminary games, Atex- (Altona), by (M’bark), (Gibson 2, V. Bannon 4, Millar SECTION C TABLE 
ander last week thrashed Box O'Callaghan ( ing), J. Train _4) Box Hill 1 (Beradini). 
Hill 10-1, scoring atthe rateof (Slavia), Gibson (Alex), WDLFAP 
a goal a minute. Hagegmanouil (Hellas). Ringwood City 5 (O'Cal- Frankston - 9 0 012 4 6 
“Its opponent in the semi- Last week’s results: laghan 4, Garthwaite) Green Sitria - - . - 201724 
finals tomorrow is Frankston. Section A: Sunshine 2  Guily 1 (Seg). Polowia =. 10250 2 
In the other semi-final, Es- (Mussel, Lewis) Juventus 2 Georgs Cross 003 2120 0 


sendon Lions are favored to 
beat Sunshine City, produc- 
ing 4 Lions v Alexander final. 

Before the final, there will 
be a ladies challenge match 
between Green Gully and 
Greensborough. 

fan Millar of Alexander is 
by far the top scorer of the 
competition so far. 

His four goals In Alex- 
ander’s 10-1 victory over Box 
Hill last week brought his tally 
to 10 from three games. 


Top scorers: 

10. Millar (Alex) 

6. Buchanan (F'ston) 

5. Stojanovski (Mak), 
French (M'bak), Segi (GG), V. 
Bannon (Alex). 


{C. Lucchessi, Voytek) 
Juventus won on penalties 
+7-16. 

South Melbourne Hellas 3 
(Hagegmanouil 3) Altona City 
5 (Cooper 2, Little 2, McGar- 
rigle). 

Section B: Mooroolbark 3 
(French 2, Rigby) Essendon 
Lions 3 (Bilaver 2, Kuz- 
manov). Essendon Lions won 
on penalties. 

Makedonia 8 (Stojanovski 
5, Comar 2, Petrovski) 
Hakoah 3 (Wallace 2, Blair). 

Section C: Slavia 6 (J. 
Train 4, Owens, Cain) Pofonia 
1 (Czapnik). 

George Cross 2 (Bilusic. 
Tsestes) Frankston 7 (Savage 
4, Buchanan 3). 


Newcastle out 


of new 


The new NSW State bengee will kick off 
next season without representation from 


(Newcastle. 


It had been hoped that two 
Newcastle teams would enter 
but negotiations broke down. 

This means the new league 
will be representative only of 
Sydney. 

It comprises the seven first 
Division clubs left after 
the departure of Wests, St. 
George, Hakoah, Marconi 
and Pan Hellenic to the 
National League, plus five Se- 
cond Division clubs including 
the champion, Riverside 
Avala. 

The clubs are: APIA, 
Croatia, Wollongong, 
Sutherland, Granville, 
Auburn, Manly, Avala, Yugal- 
Prague, Bankstown, Canter- 
bury and Arncliffe Scots. 


There will be no promotion 
to the league in either 1977 or 
1978. 

The Second Division will 
comprise the remaining 
teams from this year’s Se- 
cond Division plus the two 
leading Third Division teams. 
’ The balance will be made 
up probably of the second str- 
ing teams of the National 
League clubs. 

So, the Division will look 
like this: Harnsby-Gladesville, 
Marrickville, Polonia, Gulld- 
ford, Toongabbie, North 
Sydney Inter, Melita Eagles, 
Kuringgal, Queens Park, St. 
George, Hakoah, Wests, Mar- 
coni and Pan Hellenic — a 
total of 14. — BILL MOSER. 





Branko Culina of Essendon Lions, sr opares to go ‘around 
_ Groban French (Ne. 9) a Mooroolbark. 
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ROD STEWART IN 
FOOTBALL FILM? 


LONDON. — Rock star 
Rod Stewart could be making 
a film about a top footballer 
who becomes more keen on 
wine, woman and song than 
scoring goals. 

Stewart, a football fanatic, 
has been having talks with 
the former manager of Crystal 
Palace Malicoim Allison about 
the possibilities of the film. 


@ SHIRTS 
In an interview Stewart, 


Ls PHONE 419 6060 
who almost became a profes- 
slonal footballer, sald: ‘| have 
mI never really wanted to be an 
= actor... butthisis a one-in-a- 
million sort of film for me.’ 
He said that he was still 
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Rod iste 


TELL YOUR 
|FRIENDS 
TOO 





123 SMITH ST. 


FITZROY 


‘reeling’ from the reaction to 
his new song ‘The Killing of 
Georgie’ which is the true 
Story of a homosexual friend 
in New York 

‘My dad had a go about 
the way | sang it ... and he 
said | looked like a big girl’. 


Of his future with girlfriend 


Britt Ekland, Stewart said - 


there was a ‘70 per cent’ 
chance that they would marry 

* don't think | could find 
anyone better than Britt for 
me,’ he said. — AAP: 


Sydney Manager: Con Shanahan, David Syme & Co, 
F.C.A. House, 50 Margaret St., Sydney. 
Production Manager: Andrew Berry. 


Printed by Waverley Offset Publishing 


Group 560-5111. 





WITH THIRD CUP WIK 


By LAURIE SCHWAB a 


State League Cup final: FOOTSCRAY JUST 2 (Kazi 
35th, Ristovski 79th), SOUTH MELBOURNE HELLAS 1 
(Mackay 88th). Crowd: 10,000. 


Player ratings out of 10: ~ 

JUST: Boland 6: Parrott 6, Kriaris 6, Kondarios 7, Kazi 7; llioski 6, Micic 7, Picioane 
6; Palinkas 8, Buljevic 7, Ristovski 7. 

HELLAS: Kennedy 5, Batticciotto 5, Walker 6, Kalafatidis 6, Hagegmanouil 5; 


Andrews 4 (Pye 64th), Daperis 


Farewell JUST, farewell 
Hellas. We'll meet again in 
the National League, 1977. 
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JUST president Tony 





Your leadership, stability 
and strength have guiced the 
Victorian Soccer Federation 
for sO many years. Now you 
will help guide the infant NSL 
and you will do it well. You 
can do it as only you can. 


Clubs are men. In the case 
of JUST and Hellas the men 
are Tony Kovac, Sam 
Papasavas, and their commit- 
tees and Cedo Cirkovic and 
Manny Poulakakis and their 
players. 

Nothing need be said about 
the quality of these men, and 
nothing need be said about 
the greatness of Frank Micic, 
Jim Armstrong, Steve 
Walker, Branko Buljevic, 
Jimmy Mackay. 


JUST and Hellas are un- 
doubtedly the finest clubs in 


6, Mackay 5, Bourne 6; Cummings 4, Armstrong 7. 


Poulakakis sald after the 
game his team had been dis- 
organised. There had been no 
midfield and players had 
operated individually instead 
‘of for each other. 

He said the shot by Duncan 
Cummings which hit the bar 
could have proved the turning 
point of the game but of 
course It wasn't a goal, so 
that's that. 

Poulakakis could have 
blamed the absence of Arthur 
Xanthopoulos, Peter Ollerton 
and injured Mike Pye — who 
came on as a substitute — for 
Hellas’ failure, but he didn't. 

Certainly these three would 
have given JUST a much 
harder game. 

It was In midfield that JUST 
won the final and Hellas lostit, 
yet previous form had in- 


The ball enters the net from Jimmy Mackay’s free kick, giving 
Cup final. The players, from left, are JUST g 
Picioane, referee Bob Henderson, Jim Kriar 


aa 


oalkeeper Dennis Bo 
is, Giovanni Batticc! 


SAM BELFONTE. 


Victoria and therefore it was = dicated the opposite. strength to alleviate pressure League. Hellas’ consolation goal 
Kovac fitting that they met each This time Frank Micic was andnalas playing cleanin John Daperis was good in came two minutes from the 





Hellas president Sam 
Papasavas 


Brian Hill 
player 
of year 











other in their last game in the 
State League. 7 

It was also fitting that JUST 
should win, thus sharing 
equally with Hellas the honors 
of the 1976 season. 

Hellas is the league cham- 
pion and Ampol Cup winner. 
JUST has won the Dockerty 
Cup and the State League 


Cup. 

Sunday's 2-1 victory in the 
final gave JUST the State 
League Cup for the third suc- 
cessive year and makes it the 
outright champion of the 
competition. 

Much champagne was 
drunk from that Cup on Sun- 
day night. 

Hellas was beaten soundly 
but even the greatest must 
sometimes taste defeat. 

Hellas’ failures have been 
few and far between this year. 
It was just unfortunate that 
these failures came during 
the Cups rather than during 
the league season, for Hellas 
had many points to spare in 
the league. 

As usual, attitudes differed 
according to which side you 
were on. 

Hellas coach Manny 





the king again, eclipsing his 
Hellas counterpart Jimmy 
Mackay, who was hampered 
by the close marking of Zoran 
Htioski. 

Micic played the direct, 
1ong-ball game that Mackay is 
renowned for, spearing pas- 
ses into the open for his 
forwards to run onto. 

And it was invariably Micic 
who started the sharp 
counter-attacks which were 
JUST's most dangerous 
weapon. 

Yet as good as Micic was, 
no-one stood out more than 
JUST’s furious forward Joe 
Palinkas, who ran his lungs 
out and then ran some more, 
who laid off many-creative 
balis and who even tackled 
the men who were supposed 
to tackle him. 

Cirkovic started with a 
reorganised defence In which 
Jim Kriaris marked Jim 
Armstrong, Andy Kazi 
marked Duncan Cummings 
and Jim Kondarios and Alan 
Parrott were the free backs. 

This didn't really work and 
Cirkovic showed his flexibility 
by reverting to his standard 
defensive formation later on. 





football. 

The fact that neither Alan 
Parrott of JUST nor 
Margaritis Hegegmanouil of 
Hellas overlapped from full 
back showed exactly how 
much respect the teams had 
for each other. 

Andy Kazi came forward 
only rarely, leaving Giovanni 
Batlicciotto as the only at- 


tacking defender of the. 


match. 

However, Batticciotta was 
often left stranded upfield as 
JUST counter-attacked, 
which proved that the 
cautious approach was the 
most prudent in this final. 

Kazi was the best of the full 
backs. On the few occasions 
that he went forward, he did it 
with purpose and he came 
back quickly. For the rest of 
the time he was a hard and ef- 
ficient defender. 

No doubt Kazi was given 
confidence by the 1 he 
scored to put JUST into the 
lead in the 35th minute. 

What a strange goal it was! 

When Kazi placed the ball 
for his free kick on the left 
wing, 30 metres out, his inten- 
tion was to curl it onto Branko 


his defensive midfield role 
and Peter Bourne, although 
not as mobile as he should 
be, speared some excellent 
passes Into attack. 

JUST’s Mendo Ristovski, 
who had scored in the first 
three finals games,-main- 
tained his 100 per cent 
record with the goal that put 
JUST two up. 

The goal was his 18th of the 
year, giving him two more 
than Buljevic and making him 
JUST's top scorer. 

Here are the events leading 
up to Ristovskl’s goal: 

In the 78th minute Battic- 
ciotto came forward on the 
right flank and cut the ball 
square to Duncan Cummings 
in the middle. 

Cummings smashed the 
ball against the underside of 
the crossbar. It bounced 
down close to the line and 
Parrott headed clear. 

Hellas appealed for a goal 
but referee Bob Henderson 
did not grant one after confer- 
ring with his linesman. 

While Hellas players were 
getting over their disappoint- 
ment, JUST mounted a lightn- 
ing fast counter attack climax- 


end when Mackay floated a 
30-metre free kick into the 
top corner. 
The best near misses were: 
7th minute: A set-play on a 
free kick had Mackay deliver- 
ing a through pass for Bourne 
to run onto and shoot against 
the crossbar. 
9th minute: Palinkas beat 
Walker in the middle, then 
swerved to the right and beat 
Hagegmanouil before 
sending the ball square 
across goal but Buljevic and 
Ristovski had not moved 
quickly enough to get onto the 
end of it. , 
1ith minute: A 25-metre 
shot by Palinkas, dipping 
menacingly, went just wide. 
12th minute: Armstrong 
broke through dynamically 
and cut the ball square. 
Mackay intercepted it with his 
head, forcing 
goalkeeper Dennis Boland to 
make a quick reflex save. 
50th minute: Cummings, 
standing alone in the goal 
area, has the ball delivered to 
his feet by Mackay. He swings 
at the ball but misses it. 
73rd minute: The ball 
comes from Micic, via Bul- 
jevic to Palinkas who hits the 


Jim Armstrong 


eoulekee: wasn't impressed Kondarios, however, Buljevic’s head. wrt Baer passing Mederal cuaber 
Brian Hill of Re y the tinal. handled any situation expert- instead, the ball went over to Ristovsk! who ramm 6 Pn Poke ~ 
rae im ie Vie: “We were both bad,” he ly, using his height and  allheadsandhitthe ground in ball high into the net. 83rd minute: Buljevic gets 

A said. “A reasonably good a front of goalkeeper John Ken- the ball 12 metres out but his 
torian industrial team would have beaten us ; ers ary ‘he, y- : hurried shot is saved by John 
League’s player of the] both on the day.” Micic was sliding in to stab Kennedy. Jim Kondarios 
year. JUST coach Cedo it home, but the bounce beat 

He received his trophy} Cirkovic didn’t agree at all. “It both him and Kennedy and 
at the league’s presentation} W2S @ good game and my sent the ball into the net. 
night at the Camberwell players did very well. We fully It was Kazi's third goal and 
CWiciContrelaat Saturday’ fore win. it made him the highest scor- 

| thank my players and | ing full back of the year. 





Hill, 26, played for Rich- 
mond in the Second Divi- 
sion for five seasons before 
joining Repco. 

He started with the St 
Kilda juniors and later had 
one senior season with 
Slavia. 

Hill: plays centre back 
with Repco but was 
previously a midfielder. 

Votes for the player of 
the year award are cast by 
officiats of opposing teams. 

The votes are woighted. 
First Division votes are 
worth one, Second Division 
.9, Third Division .8 and 
Fourth Division .7. 

The First Division 
Courage best and fairest 
award went to former 
Croatia player Joe Rahjer 
of Pegasus. 

George Fontana, who 
played for many years with 
Sunshine City, won the Se- 
cond Division award. 

































thank my president, . Tony 
Kovac.” 

Mr Kovac, by the way, was 
presented with a com- 
memorative silver tray by the 
VSF in gratitude for his long 
service. 

He is a founder member of 
the VSF, a long-serving board 
member and former board 
chairman. 





Joe Palinkas 


When it comes to goals, 
Jim Armstrong of Hellas is the 
master, but goals eluded him 
on Sunday. 

He did however, play a 
solid, hard-working, con- 
structive game, maintaining 
the high standard he setin the 
finals series. 

If he keeps going this way. 
he'll be a star in the National 


| Frank Micic 


Royal display by Ormanci 


District League Cup final: ROYAL PARK 4 (Ormanci 3, Latif) 
THOMASTOWN 2 (Kandi, Mizzi) after extra time. 


ROYAL PARK: Hulus 
Mustafa; Husain Ibrahim, 
Sabahatin Yetiskin, Yasha 
Behich, Nedjati Okur, Turgai 
Latif, Ozer Hairatin (Rehar 


Behich and right winger 
Satretin Latif, scorer of the 
fourth goal. 

The pick of the 
Thomastown players were 


its edge in skill and imagina- 
tion, but the score remained 
deadlocked and extra time of 
15 mintues each way had to 
be played. 


smanship and the sporting 
manner in which the game 
was played, that a 
Thomastown player came to 
Latifs assistance. 

Royal Park, a Turkish club, 
and Thomastown, which is 
Italian, were both spurred on 
by their many enthusiastic 
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NEXT THURS. 
8.00 P.M. 


GRAND FINAL 


NIGHT 


ist semi-final: 


Other best and fairest Biner 50th), Ata Husnu, centre back Harry Priovolos, Ormanci had two good ai 

trophies went to lan John- Numan Ormanci, Riza sweeper Niek Kandi (ex chances in the first period, Ad ie LAURIE S hi 5 d Li 
stone of Lysaght (Third} Turkayoglu (Yasar Celal George Cross and Keillor and Mike Ciazzo should have Reeaewe unshine V ESSenadon LIONS 
Division); Vince Tagliaferro} 15th). Austria), left back Paul scored for Thomastown in- at ey 2 

of McColl Dynamo B THOMASTOWN: Robert Vangeli and midfielder stead of missing the ball in the atl 2nd semi-final: 





(Fourth Division East) and 
Peter Keen of Leyland 
(Fourth Division West). 

Kingford top goalscorer 
awards went to: 

Division 1: Stephen Fus 
(Pegasus), 25 goais. 

Division 2: William Car- 
ruth (Wills), 24- 

Division 3: Mladen Mutic 
(Diecraft), 21. 

Division 4 East: Richard 
Prentice (Linatex) and 
Vince Tagliaferro (McColl 
Dynamo ‘B’), 28. 

Division 4 Weat: Steve 
Bounias, 27. # 

Wills won the Kingford 
Sportsmanship. Trophy as 























Zulian; Peter Petrov, Paui 
Vangeli, Joé Carnovale, Harry 
Priovolos, Nick Kandi, Angelo 
Zuanetti, Charlie Rizzo, Frank 
Fragale, Ray Mizzi, Joe 
Scarlata (Harry 
Papadopoulos 77th). 

State League or National 
League clubs would be well 
advised to have a look at 
striker Numan Ormanci of 
Royal Park which won the 
District League Cup final by 
beating Thomastown 4-2 
after extra time on Sunday. 

Ormanci scored a hat-trick 
and was instrumental in the 
fourth goal as well. It was an 
outstanding individual perfor- 


c je Rizzo. 

Thomastown scored first, 
in the 25th minute when 
Kandi glided home a free 
kick. 

Then Ormanci made it 1-1 
with a great solo effort. 

Thomastown regained the 
lead when Ray Mizzi ac- 
cepted a ong ball from Joe 
Scarlata, controijled it expert- 
ly and smashed it home under 
pressure. 

Ormanci levelled the 
scores once more in the 67th 
minute, from a scramble 
close to goal. 

Just before half time Frank 
Fragale put the ball into the 


goal area. 

Royal Park was finally 
rewarded for its hard work in 
the 117th minute. 

Rehar Biner crossed from 
the left, the defenders missed 
it and there was that man 
again —- Ormanci — to ram it 
into the net. 

Priovolos was the only 
Thomastown defender in 
sight and he was torn 


- between the two Royal Park 


raiders. 

When he moved towards 
Latif, the winger cut the ball 
inside to Ormanci who 
returned it quickly. Latif 
steadied and shot into the top 





Frankston v Fitzroy Alexander 


INTERVAL 


Ladies’ Challenge match: 
Green Gully v Greensborough 


Grand Final between 
winners of two semi-finals 


ADMISSION $2 
ENQUIRIES 329 9699 


the only club in the In- Brace a eae a ret for LU ita but the of the net, Collapsing im- ‘ea 
dustrial! League which did ° ead an referee ruled o e. mediately with the pain of 
not havea nioger cautioned shoulders above the other Royal Park controlled cramp. Y c Mere ic ore Yasha FESTIVAL HALL 
or sail otl: players, but praise is alsodue more and more of the game It was a tribute to  Bebich the District League 
ee to Raval Park sweever Yasha in the second halfbecauseof Thomastown’s sport- Cup. 








Hellas its consolation goal in the State League 
Boland, Hellas forward Duncan cum 
otto, Alan Parrott, Jim Kondarios. 


mings, Joe 
Picture by 
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The Metro Scene with 
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The end of 1976 also marke 
the end of an era for the 
Metro League, for with the 
departure of four Victorian 
Clubs to the National League, 
and the consequent elevation 
of four First Divisidn Clubs to 
the State, the Metro League 
has had its biggest reshuffle 
since 1964, the year of its for- 
mation. 

Thirteen years ago, the 
Metro League came into be- 
ing with the merging of the old 
First North and First South 
Leagues. The First North 
champions, Alexander, and 
the First South champions, 
Triestina, were promoted to 
the State League and Croatia 
and Richmond were 
relegated. 

Supporters of the recent 
two up and two down motion 
which was defeated at the 
A.G.M. will note wryly that that 
was the last time two State 
League Clubs were relegated. 


It is Inferesting to look back 
and note that the original 
members of the First Division 
in 1974 were Austria, 
Bayswater, Box Hill, Coburg, 


Dandenong, Moreland, 
Croatia, Makedonia, 
Oakleigh, Richmond, 


Sandringham and Sunshine 
City. 


There were four Divisions 
of the new League, and In the 
Fourth Division of that year 
were Ajax, Albion Rovers, 
Mooroolbark and Waverley. 


in the 13 years these Clubs 
have met with varying 
degrees of success. Of the 
original 12 Makedonia and 
Sunshine City are now in the 
State League, Austria, Box 
Hill and Dandenong are in the 
First Division, Moreland and 
Richmond are in the Second, 
Bayswater and Coburg in the 
Third, Sandringham in the 
Fourth and Oaklelgh and 
Croatia are defunct. 


As for the four Fourth Divi- 
sion Clubs, it's been success 
all the way, Mooroolbark are 
off to the National League, a 
spectacular rise that Ajax 
have just achieved State 
League status and Albion 


“SOCCER 
ACTION” 


Thanks the English 
publications 


“World Soccer” 


and 
“Shoot/Goal’. 


Both will be published 
throughout the Australian 
off-season and we recom- 
mend them. “World Soc- 
cer” and “Shoot/Goal” — 
tops for soccer information. 
Available at most news- 
agencies. 
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Rovers and Waverley are First 
Division stalwarts. Albion 


Rovers, incidentally, have 
won a sponsor for next 
season, none other than the 
mighty Leyland group, and 
will be known henceforth as 
Albion-Leyland. 


In an attempt to settle some 
of the arguments that arise 
about the most successful 
Metro teams, | have compiled 
this table of the First Division 
Clubs’ performances in the 
seventies. In the seven year 
period 1970-1976, 22 clubs 
played in the First Division, 
but surprisingly, only two, 
Altona City and Keilor City 
played in all seven seasons. 
On a percentage basis, Slavia 
come out as champions, hav- 
ing gained 62 points out of a 
possible 88, giving them a 
percentage of 70.45 for the 
two seasons they spent in the 
Metro. 


Very slightly behind it come 
Sunshine City with 68.63. If 
you had the thought that 
Sunshine seemed very hard 
to beat, you were right, they 
lost only 16% of their games 
{compared with 13.6% for 
Slavia) and they won 53%, 
compared with Slavia’s 
52.2%. 


Preston, third in the table, 
won 37 of their 66 games, or 
56%, the best winning 
percentage of al!, but they 
also lost 21.21%. 
Mooroolbark didn't draw 
many either, winning 54% and 
losing 25%, but of course, 
they spent only two seasons 
in the League. 


So much for the First Divi- 
sion — what of the rest of the 
Metro Clubs and their future? 
The 1977 season will be a 
landmark in another respect, 
for at the end of the coming 
season, promotion and 
relegation between the Fourth 
Division and the Provisional 
League comes into effect, and 
of course there will be two 
Divisions of the Provisional 
League, followed by four Divi- 
sions of the District League. 


15. Ringwood Un. 
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95 GLENGALA ROAD 
WEST SUNSHINE TEL: 311 2199 


PROPRIETORS * 


YARRAVILLE CAROUSEL RECEPTIONS 
2 SEVERN ST, YARRAVILLE 
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From the top of the Metro 
to the bottom of the District 
there is a chain of 10 Divi- 
sions, each with two up and 
two ‘down, and who knows, 
some Club in one of the lower 
reaches of these affiliated 
Leagues could be the First 
Division champions of 1987. 


That Is the bright, op- 
timistic note on which 1976 
closes, and | think that we can 
all be proud of the progres- 
sive look that the game is 
achieving. | was very happy 
indeed, as Chairman of the 
District League, to be a spec- 
tator at a wonderful District 
League Cup Final on Sunday. 
It was a magnificent sporting 
encounter in which Royal 
Park overcame a game 
Thomastown in extra time to 
win 4-2. The Thomastown 
support was something to see 
and Royal Park's fervour was 
an eye-opener too. | know a 
lot of my State League col- 
leagues were very impressed, 
and it amply demonstrated to 
my friend Vito Cilauro, the 
Chairman of the State 
League, that Juventus’s poor 
support these days does not 
mean that the Italians have 
deserted the game. 


1 make no apology for 
writing about the District 
League and the Provisional 
League on this page, because 
now, in the new structure, 
these two Leagues are the 
source of Metro and State 
teams of the future, and I give 
the Fourth Division clubs fair 
warning, some of them will 
have to pull their socks up as 
they have ambitious, well 
organised and well supported 
clubs breathing down thelr 
necks. 


In concluding METRO 
SCENE for this year, | want to 
thank all those hard-working 
Secretaries and Publicity Of- 
ficers who make this sort of 
column possible. Goodbye 
for now until the 1977 
Cumberland Cup, which will 
be bigger than ever, with 72 
starters. 
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80,000 
watched 


nine-goal 





PEKING — Australia beat a Chinese 
selection 5-4 here in a game that doubled 
:, as the first ever joint performance of the 
; Peking water follies. 


Heavy Overnight rain precipitated an eight-goal 

first half deluge in conditions more suited to the Pek- 
ing duck before it ended up on the dinner table at an 
8: after match reception. 
It was a defensive nightmare as the backs sloshed 
*: around in ankle deep puddles and fought to keep 
their feet on the bumpy, rutted surface of Peking’s 
imposing Workers Stadium. 

The players were exasperated but the 80,000 grey 
and khaki suited fans loved every minute of it. 


i Eight goals came in a frantic, scrambling 30- 
E: minute spell and South Australian John Kosmina 
slid home the clincher a minute after half time. 

The Chinese team was a national selection based 
on the Peking area. But whatever they prefer to call 
it, the Chinese have a team stamped with class. 

“That’s by far the best team we have played on 
tour so far,” sald Australian coach Jimmy Shoulder. 
= “They are going to be a force to be reckoned with.” 

The Chinese team was loaded with individual 
talent and super fit to a man. Apart from some 
defensive blunders that reciprocated gift goals for 
the overwhelming hospitality of their hosts, the 
Australians coped reasonably well with the condi- 
=; tions, and showed skills far in excess of expecta- 
tions. 


All the Australian goals were top-drawer. Atti 
= Abonyl and John Kosmina bagged two each and 
=; defender Richie Bell capped a fine game with a 
=; superb headed goal. 
The ease of Australia's first goal in the thirteenth 
minute suggested a rout was in the offing. 
Doug Utjesenovic and Abonyi performed their 
one-two act from a set piece. 
Utjesenovic flighted a pin-point free kick from just 
; outside the area for Abonyi to race in and head the 
ball home from point blank range. 

But the Chinese drew level four minutes later 
when striker Li Wel Miao exploited a mix-up in the 
Australian defence to prod home after Todd Clarke 
had failed to hold a low shot that skidded across the 
patchy turf like a balloon. 

Australia hit back in just two minutes as Abonyi 

* craftily lobbed a free kick over the keeper’s head 
* from 20 yards for his second goal. 
: Within three minutes the Australian defence was 
* all at sea again and a shot from LI Wei Shsiao was 
deflected off a defender just wide of Clarke into the 
net. 

In the 32nd minute Australia’s third goal also came 
from a set piece. Agenor Muniz lofted a corner high 
into the penalty area and Bell rose majestically 
above a ruck of defenders to head the ball home. 


PRO Pe ee 


First Division championship table 1970-: 


* 


CHINESE WANT ROOS TO 


PEKING — China’s door is open for 


= more Australian sporting visits. 


John Kasmina 


From IAN TELFORD 


_ Four minutes later Tansey made a long, tantalis- 

ing run down the left flank and centred for Kosmina 

ie pace in and glide the ball into the net with his 
ead. 


But again the Chinese rallied and a curving corner 
by the brilliant little Chinese striker Shen Shing Fu 
clipped Dave Harding on the head and sailed into 
the net with Clarke stranded. 

Then two minutes from half time the Chinese 
pulled level again when midfielder Liu Li Fu 
smashed home a pulverising twenty-yard drive from 
twenty yards. 


Kosmina’s match winner a minute after the inter- 
val was the pick of them all. Utjesenovic pulled the 
defence over to the right flank and centred for 
Kosmina to race in and slide the ball home. 

“To Australian eyes and ears the behavior of the 
good-natured crowd was unique. It was more typical 
of a cricket ground members’ enclosure than a foot- 
ball stadium. 


They applauded politely, cheered with commen- 
dable restraint and never booed. In fact the loudest 
voice all afternoon was that of Australian skipper 
Peter Wilson ordering his men around. , 

Both sides were guilty of glaring erors but 
remained totally committed to attacking, adven- 
turous football. 


Abonyi was the Australians’ star but the man of the 7 
match was Peking's fleet-footed leftwinger Shen 
Hsiang-Fu. 

Shen, a player of true international class, tore the 
Australian defence to tatters in the first half and cap- 
ped his display with a goal. 

Admission for the game was about five cents, un- 
der the Chinese Government's policy of “Sport for 
pleasure and not profit.” 

Shoulder put off recalling star striker Peter 
Ollerton, to avoid the risk of aggravating a groin 
Strain he suffered scoring the vital goal in Australia’s 
1-0 win over Singapore. 

However, Ollerton’s less publicised skill — in 
oal — could have been put to the test had keeper 
larke been injured. 

With Allan Maher recovering in a Hong Kong 
hospital from a kidney injury, Ollerton was the only 
alternative. 

Although he has not kept goal since his school- 
days in Lancashire, Ollerton has shown surprising 
agility between the posts at training. 

The team: Todd Clarke, Doug Utjesenovic, Peter 
Wilson, Richie Bell, Jim Tansey, Dave Harding, 
Agenor Muniz, Gary Byrne, John Kosmina, John 
Nyskohus, Atti Abonyi. 

Scorers: Abonyi 2, Kosmina 2, Bell. 

Crowd: 80,000. 
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This was made clear 
here when Australian 
Soccer Federation of- 
ficials met a top 
= delegation from the All 
*: China Sports Federa- 
tion. The Chinese 
stressed Australia 
Rated “Most Favored” 
treatment in sport. 

ASF President Sir 


eRerenes 


Chinese appreciated 
greatly the attitute of 
Australian sporting 
bodies towards China. 

He said they were 
particularly anxious to 
have the Australian 


Arthur George said the~ 


soccer team back for 
another visit “as soon 
as one could be 
arranged”. 

“They regretted that 
our present five day 
tour was too short,” he 
said. 

“The officials told 
me they had received 
many complaints from 
large cities such as 
Shanghai because 
they were not included 
on our itinerary this 
time. 

“The officials said 
they would like us to 
come back for a two- 


week visit next year. 

“I told them we 
would have to con- 
sider it but in any case 
it was their turn to visit 
us first.” 

Sir Arthur said he 
would be taking up the 
question of China’s re- 
admission to the Inter- 
national Football 
Federation with FIFA 
president Joao 
Havelange when he 
visits Sydney this 
month. 


COME BACK 


"| told the Chinese 
delegation that | would 
put to Mr Havelange 
the arguments for re- 
considering their posi- 
tion. 

“They were most 
appreciative of the 
speech | made to the 
FIFA congress in 
Montreal in July when | 
took the view that the 
Taiwan issue must be 
resolved and that we 
could not have one 
quarter of the world’s 
population excluded 
from football.” 

The prople’s 
republic of China has 
refused to join FIFA 





until Taiwan, which 

claims to represent the 

whole of China, is ex- 

pelled. 
incidentally, waiting 

for each member of 

the party at the vast 

1800-bed Peking Hotel 

when they got to China 

was an envelope con- 

taining three new Ten ; 

Yen Notes (about 

twelve dollars Aust). 
















- 


lt took the Australians several se- 
conds to recover from the shock. 


PEKING — Chinese referees are 
: Prepared to take it on the chin judging 
from what went on after the match here 
*; against Australia. 

Wg The referee and linesmen boldly 
= walked into the Australians’ dressing 
2: room at the Peking Workers’ Stadium 
=; and asked, through an interpreter, if 
= there were any complaints about the 
== way they handled the game. 


Jopeeeeenonosreneeeaaes: 


Soccer Club supporters and secretaries 
For all weddings, parties, christenings 


Cabaret balls and receptions But they assured the referee and his 
two assistants that, having just beaten 


China 5-4, they were well satisfied. 


Bowing smartly, the official trio 
thanked the players for their sport- 
smanship and left — followed by 11 
blank stares. 


A.H.396 2731 
Accommodation for 50 to 200 











TEL AVIV. — Some twenty five 
years after kicking his mother’s rag- 
filled stocking around the streets of 
Budapest, Atti Abonyi will play his 
50th full international for Australia 
here today (Wednesday). 

“You just couldn't get footbalis In 
those days. So we just had to settle 
fo: the next best thing. We'd kick it 
around until it fell apart and make a 
new one — until mum ran out of 
stockings,” Abonyi recalled- 

It's a far cry from the back streets 
of the Hungarian capital to Tel Aviv’s 
Ranat-Gan Stadium and the gifted 


WHERE 
IS OUR 








From lan Telford 


30-year-old St George Budapest 
striker has travelled a long way to 
make it. : 
He has visited ninteen countries, 
some several times, on tour and has 
knocked in a record 22 goals in full 
internationals — his first against 
Scotland in Melbourne in 1967. 


His domestic playing record 
spans precisely 269 games with St 
George since joining them in 1969 
from Melbourne H.S.C. where he 


notched up 167 league ap- 
pearances. 

Abonyi’s family migrated to 
Melbourne the year after the 1956 
Hungarian uprising and as a soccer- 
mad youngster his supreme ambi- 


tion at the time was to be a ball boy 


at Olympic Park on Saturday after- 
noons. 
He realised his dream the follow- 
ing year but as this subtle ball- 
playing skills and lightning reflexes 
matured he began to make rather 
more impact in the middle of the 
park. 





he made his first grade debut with 
Melbourne, modelling his game on 
the former Manchester United and 
England great Bobby Chariton. 

Abonyi’s the ideal tour player, ex- 
uberant without being overwhelm- 
ing, and he has an endearing habit 
of scoring goals when they just don't 
seem to be on. 

He launched the current tour with 
a typically devastating volley on the 
turn in the opéning minutes,of the 
match against indonesia. 

Talking of the future Abonyi is in- 


OLLY’S HEAD 


A.month before his 16th birthday 






clined to revert to statistics. 

He says he would like to make 
300 appearances for St George or a 
grand total of 500 First Grade 
matches. 


On present form there is no 
reason why he shouldn't round 
those two off neatly. 


However, statistically speaking, 
tour skipper Peter Wilson has the 
edge on him. Wilson won his 50th 
full international cap against China 
in Canton — beating Abonyi by six 


) Tezching) 





CANTON — The 
Chinese don’t believe in 





WINS GAME 


There wasn't a mean 
foul all afternoon as the 
players on both sides 
showed impeccably good 
manners, helping each 
other up after tackles and 
retrieving the ball when 
free kicks were awarded. 

But the ball boys 
provided the best comic 
turn — trying to keep the 
wide-brimmed coolee 
hats in place as they 
chased the ball. 


Coach Jim Shoulder 
rated the performance 
against China as the best 
of the tour. “That's the 
most talented outfit we’ve 
faced and it brought out 
the best In our boys. It was 
a really first class perfor- 
mance in difficult con- 
ditions,” he said. 





keeping politics out of 
sport. 


THIRD [OV 
GOA LIE? , Alan Maher 


Why a third goalkeeper has not been 
flown out to join the Socceroos is beyond 
me. 


That's meant some 
pretty intensive political 
coaching for the 
Australian tourists during = 
their visit to Peking and & 
Canton. i 


The Australians arrived 
a day late for the = 
nationwide. celebrations 3% 
marking the appointment 
of Chairman Mao’s suc- 
cessor as party chairman, = 
/Hua Kuo Feng. oe 


But the Australians 
were not allowed to forget 2: 
the significance of these %& 
celebrations. os 

At almost every official = 
dinner and formal 
welcoming ceremony the = 
hosts, although generally = 
sports administrators, 3: 
served up lavish helpings 3 
of political invective con- ¥% 
demning Chiang Ching 3 
and her so called anti- 3 
party clique of four. me 


The diatribe was 
sandwiched between § 
genuinely warm expres- & 
sions of friendship and = 
respect for the visitors. On. i 
each occasion the & 
speaker reported how at- 
tempts by Madam Chiang # 
and her “radical sup- © 
porters” to usurp the = 
power of the party andthe = 
state had been 
“smashed” or “crushed”. 


CANTON. — Australia beat China 2-0 
here with both goals coming from the 
head of Victorian striker Peter Ollerton. 


He scored in the 12th 
and 50th minutes. 

Heavy overnight rain 
reduced the pitch to a 
quagmire but nothing 
could detract from a vin- 
tage Australian perfor- 
mance as they tackled the 
swift and skilful Chinese 
out of the game. 


He pulled off two 
magnificent diving saves 
early in the first half when 
the Australian defence 
was at full stretch to keep 
the Chinese at bay. 


But the best save of the 
match was a header off 
the line by sweeper Peter 
Wilson in the 22nd minute 
after Clarke had slipped 
ever in his sawdust- 
covered goal area. 


Jim Shoulder took a big gamble in choosing only 
two goalkeepers in the first place. Now he’s com- 
pounding the mistake. 


Towards the end, the 
Chinese were reduced to 
walking pace and ran out 
of ideas as the green- 
shirted Australians 
blocked off every avenue 
of attack. 





The No. 1 goalkeeper, Allan Maher of Marconi, 
has spent five days in a Hong Kong hospital 
recovering from kidney damage suffered in the se- 
cond tour game against Singapore. Maher was 
kicked in the ribs when he dived to save. He's re- 
joined the squd in Tel Aviv but he has complained 
about feeling very sore. : 


Team doctor Brian Corrigan said: “Any replace- 
ment keeper flown in from Australia would have 
needed time to acclimatise anyway, and it was bet- 
ter to take the gamble on Maher regaining full 
ines, since we have only one game in the next six 

ays.” 


WHAT RUBBISHI 
__ Are we to believe that in six days’ time Maher will, 
if it is necessary, be thrown into goal against top- 
class opposition in Holland and West Germany? 
Is he to risk another kick in the ribs and perhaps 
permanent kidney damage? 


So it appears. 
On the other hand, if he ts not used, Australia is 
Jeft with one goalkeeper — Todd Clarke. 


Australia’s second goal 
came five minutes after 
halftime. Harry Williams 
picked up a loose passin - 
centre field and sent 
Rooney away on the right 
flank. 


Peter Ollerton 


doctors rushed to his aid. 

The good-natured 35,0- 
00 crowd was marginally 
more demonstrative than 
the one In Peking on 
Wednesday. Fair-minded 
almost to a fault, they 
even applauded the 
referee when he awarded 
free kicks against their 
own side. 


Both Australian goals 
drew muffled groans, im- 
mediately followed by 
polite clapping that 
threatened to drown 
jubilant shouts of the 


Australia went one up in 
the 12th minute after Gary 
Byrne picked up the ball 
on the right and sent over 
a curling cross as Ollerton 
charged into the penalty 
area. 


The six-foot striker 
shrugged off a lone 
defender, soared into the 
air and deftly headed the 
ball home low to the left of 
the keeper. ~ 


Less than a minute later 
Jimmy Rooney made 
space on the right flank 
and slung over a low cross 
but John Kosmina side- 
footed it against the up- 
right and the defence 
managed to scramble 
clear. 


Goalkeeper Todd 
Clarke had a fine game 
despite a painful right 
shoulder resulting from a 
fall in the Peking game on 
Wednesday 


The win provided, from 
the Australian viewpoint, a 
fitting finale to an historic 
China visit. The squad’s 
five-day trip has been akin 
to a royal tour with beam- 
Ing Chinese officals at 
every stop. 


The team: Clarke; Har- 

_ ris (Utjesenovic), Wilson, 

Bennett, Williams; Byrne, 

Marocchi, Rooney 

(Harding); Kasmina, Ol- 
lerton, Abonyi. 

Scorers: Ollerton 2. 


The rugged little Scot 
chipped over a pinpoint 
centre for Ollerton to race 
in and delicately flick the 
ball wide of the keeper. 


Rooney was as 
relentless as ever in mid- 
field — despite a stomach 
upset which finally forced 
him off, eight minutes 
from the end. 


Three minutes later, sprnnnscnnsnnnn 
George Harris, after put- 
ting in the highest work = 
rate on the field, struggled & 
off with cramp. i 


He was not short of at- 3% 
tention. As he went down 
after a sliding tackle near 
the goal line. the 
Australian doctor, the 
physiotherapist dnd three 
white-coated Chinese 


CROATIAN S.C. ESSENDON 
PROUDLY PRESENTS 


__ If he’s also injured, the only possible replacement 
is striker Peter Ollerton who played in goal as a kid. 
What a farcical situation. 
Let’s hope the national team never again tours 
without three goalkeepers. 


2nd NATIONAL 





JIM WINS, RESTS 


CANTON. — Australian coach Jim Shoulder relaxed at a 
Chinese concert on Saturday and for the first time in 11 days he 
could forget about soccer. 


Three hours before tak- 
ing his seat at the Sun Yat 
Sen Memorial Theatre for 
what the programme cal- 
led a “cultural soiree” he'd 
watched his mud spat- 
tered team outplay a 
Chinese national eleven at 
Canton’s Yui Siu stadium. 


a 
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Jim Shoulder 


have visited China. 


And It has nothing to do with the way they play the game. 
The Chinese are obsessed with cleanliness and nothing il- 
lustrates this fact better than the ritual of the wet, secnted 


napkin. 


Chinese custom dictates that a host refreshes his guests 
as a fundamental gesture of hospitality. 

Consequently the Australians had the full treatment 
wherever they went on their five-day trip to Peking and 


Canton. 


White-jacketed hostesses bearing platters stacked with 
napkins materialised at their sides before, during and after 
meals, at official receptions and during and after a journey, 


no matter how short. 


In chilly Peking the napkins were soaked in warm water 
but only dunked under the tap in steamy Canton. — AAP. 


Weighty problem 


Most of the Australian players were 
travelling lighter when they arrived in Tel 
Aviv for the match against Israel. 

Some have lost more than half a stone 


in weight. 


week tour. 


After a shaky first-up 
draw in Jakata the tour 


China. 
The 


some cause for satisfac- 


tion. 


still 


Australian 


van Ryn. 


said. 


has steadily gained 
momentum with wins over 
Singapore, Hong Kong, a 
Chinese selection In Pek- 
ing and in the vintage 2-0 
performance against 


30-year-old 
Englishman whose ap- 
pointment as national 


His quiet, unflappable 
approach has moulded 


AUSTRALIANS GET 
NAPPIE WASHED! 


CANTON — The Australian players are as clean as any that 


Laundry 
Friend 


CANTON — There are 
geod Chinese 
laundries — tn.China. 
Canton’s Tong Fang 
Hotel runs one of them 
and tts manager has won 
a friend for life in the 
Team’s 
physiotherapist, Peter 
Peter, who also is in 
charge of equipment, 
gave them fifteen mud- 
caked shiris plus shoris, 
socks and several track 
suits — a legacy of the in- 
ternational against China. 
Three hours later Peter 
returned to his room to 
find the lot washed, pres- 
sed and neatly packaged. 
“Anywhere else it 
would have taken at least 
a day to clean that lot,” he 





the squad into a smooth # 
functioning, and so far, = 
successful unit. oe 

With the exception of & 
Murray Barnes who was = 
injured in Singapore, = 
everyone has had at least = 
two games. There are no = 
primadonnas and there Is #% 
a noticeable lack of fric- 3% 


Shoulder. From the out- = 
set he has looked on the =: 
Asian section of the tour &: 
as essentially a condition- =~ 
ing exercise for the #: 
tougher test ahead in 2 
Israel and Europe. = 

“Our first five games 23 
are history. Now it's a mat- 3: 
ter of taking every game =: 
as it comes and preparing =: 
for it correctly,” he sald. & 

Shoulder's style of 
preparation is a mixture of 3% 
traditional coaching = 
methods and individual > 
sessions with players to 3 
iron out problems. oe 

It's paying dividends in = 
results and giving him ad- = 
ded satisfaction. se 

“The most satisfying = 
thing to me is to work with & 
players, point them in a- 
certain direction and then & 
see them perform to the # 
letter in a match,” he said. # 

But with Shoulder the 3% 
team always comes first. #% 
“Football is a team game 3s 
and the team cannot be # 
sacrificed for the in- 
dividual,” he said. = 

At this stage Shoulder 
is revealing little about his 3 
thoughts on team plann- 3% 
ing for the World Cup 3 
preliminary matches = 
against Taiwan and New = 
Zealand early next year ¥& 

“By the end ofthis tour! 
will Know who I'll be put- & 
ting first in some # 
positions,” he said. 





CROATIAN TOURNAMENT 


To be held on Friday 5th, Saturday 6th, Sunday 7th 


COME AND SEE 


The 2-0 win spelt out coach sparked republican tion. Bie 
mission accomplished on thoughts in some sections F 4 
the Asian stage of the of the soccer community But ioe ig no trace of = 
Australian squad's four- seven months ago, has COMPlecency ame 


TEAMS FROM 


SYDNEY, ADELAIDE, BRISBANE, 
CANBERRA, WHYALLA, HOBART & MELBOURNE. 


ADMISSION $2.00 


WE GUARANTEE YOU 
PLENTY OF ACTION 


See full fixtures on page 2. 


Gala Ball will be held at 
Broadmeadows Town Hall, Saturday 6th 
from 7.30 to 1.30. — All welcome. 
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weeks. 


We cannot keep playing for 10 or 11 months without 


a rest. 


The present set-up makes consistently good soccer impossi- 


ble. ; 
Most of the clubs start their prepara- 


== tion in early December to get ready for 
e: the Ampol Cup and right after that 
= they're into the championship series, 


followed by Rothmans Cup games and 
ne finals series, finishing up in Oc- 
tober. 


The top teams play 40-odd games 


= during this period and they don’t havea 
2 rest-even though they’re only semi- 
= professionals. 


A break in June or July Is an ab- 
solute must and | hope the National 
League organisers realise it. 


Such a break would renew the 


S players’ enthusiasm and would result in 
i. better and more consistent football. 


The players have jobs, families and 


=: other responsibilities outside football, 
s: which makes it more difficult for a 
=: coach to work with semi-professionals 
=; than with professionals. 


Spare a thought for the wives who 


*: go 11 months without their husbands. 
&: This causes arguments in the family 
=: and despondency which shows in the 
(: players’ performances on the field. 


Remember the Dutch World Cup 


: squad of 1974 felt it necessary to take 


the wives into their training camp. 


MaonateeeT 
rere. 
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lf there were a mid-season interval, 
players could spend the four or six 
weekends with their wives and children 
{Oo improve the stability of their 
relationships and, indirectly, their ef- 
fectiveness on the field. 

At the moment we are playing too 
few games in too long a period. 

The successful teams which go 
through the Ampol Cup, survive in the 
Rothmans Cup and qualify for the finals 
series, may play about 40 games dur- 
ing the 11-months season. 

The less successful may play only 24 
or 26 games during these 44 weeks. 

If we played more games in a shorter 
period, we would improve fitness and 
avoid boredom among the players. 

The Hungarian FA compressed its 
season and as a result, Hungarian foot- 
ball is on the way up. , 

Look at our situation. APIA and St. 


George, which 


the finals, had to hang around for three 
weeks, waiting for Marconi and 
Hakoah to complete their Rothmans 
Cup matches before the finals could 


start. 


That's bad organisation and it could 
be very costly to the teams who are ott 


of action 





Get your 
share of our 
hetravision 
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UNBELIEVABLE DISCOUNTS 


CASH — TERMS — LAY-BY — 


BANKCARD 


LEWMAR — RETRAVISION 


DISCOUNT STORE 


Electrical — Furniture — Floor Coverings 


EXPERTS IN HOME DECOR, CARPETS AND CURTAINS 
354 MAIN ROAD WEST. ST ALBANS, VIC. 3021 


MANAGING DIRECTOR: PHONE: 396 3947 


_L. STAFRACE J.P. 
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UTJESENOVIC 
{St. G.) 


The time has come to look seriously at dividing our 
soccer season with a mid-season spell of four to six 


had both qualified for 


Rale Rasic’s team of the year is: 


ST owett BELL DEGNEY 
(P. Hell.)  (P. Hell.) (Marcon!) 
RICHARDS GNAVI LUTTON 
(Marconi) (P. Hall) (Hakoah) 
WATSON MORGAN O'CONNOR 
{Hakoah) (St. G (Woll) 


™~ 


of APIA 





big blow 





to NSL 


_In reviewing the NSW First 
Division season, we must first la- 
ment APIA’s decision not to par- 
ticipate in the National League 


next year. 


In winning the grand final APIA maintained its 
tradition of excellence and its absence from the 
NSL means the league will not be as good as it 


could be. 


That aside, it must be said that the NSW cham- 
pionship outcome was one of the most realistic in 


years; 


TOP FOUR 


The top four teams — St. George, APIA, Hakoah 
and Marconi — were indeed the best in Sydney. 


The only things that changed in the finals series 
were that APIA instead of St. George won the 
grand final and Marconi moved ahead of Hakoah. 


All four proved themselves in every way and 


deserved their standing as NSW's best. 


But the top two and the third and fourth were 
clearly divided. St. George and APIA were general- 
ly stronger all around than Hakoah and Marconi. 


There was also a marked gap between the fourth 
and fifth teams — with Marconi way ahead of Pan 


Hellenic. 


Marconi and Hakoah failed to match APIA and 


St. George on consistency. 


Both played some brilliant games and then fell 
down in others, which seems to indicate something 


=. was lacking in the teams. 


Wor, 
os 





John O'Shea of ‘St George. 





{APIA) 


Pater Sharne (Marconi} 


ah 

































And Blanco 


worked 
a miracle 





In choosing my best players, officials, : 
coaches and referees of the 1976 season, © 


let me first give praise to the many young, © 


local players who blossomed during the © 


year. 


Pan Hellenic had 
Richie and goalkeeper 
Gary Meier who were 
both outstanding. Bell 
was rewarded with a 
place in the Australian 
team. 


Marconi had Paul 
Degney, Gary Byrne 
(also a Socceroo) and 
Peter Sharne who will 
all play vital roles in the 
club’s first National 
League campaign. 


Sutherland had 
Maicoim Haynes, who 
continued his bid to 
become the top 
goalkeeper in Sydney, 
although he’s only 22. 


Croatia had three 
outstanding young 
players — goalkeeper 
Don Smith who unfor- 
tunately missed six 
games due to a dis- 
located shoulder, John 
Davies and fan Stone. 


Western Suburbs 
were doing well early 
in the season with 
youngsters’ Eric 
Williams and Geoff 
Taylor and for some 
reason they were 
bypassed later. 


Hakoah would not 
have been as suc- 
cessful without -Kevin 
Mullen and Murray 
Barnes and LPIA's es- 
tablished young 
players Colin Bennett, 
Terry Butler, and John 
Russell went from 
strength to strength. 


All this proves that 
we have talent galore 
in Australia and that 


' we must give our new 


generation the oppor- 
tunity to prove itself. 
Coaches must 
perservere with youth, 
they must be patient. 


I’ve left John 
O’Shea till last 
because | want to talk 
about him at some 
length. 


| regard this St. 
George star as a born 
talent and he gets my 
vote as the best young 
player of 1976. 


O'Shea is a carbon 
copy of his idol, John- 
my Warren, in 
behaviour, manner, his 
excellent distribution 
and even in the way he 
runs. 


He is the young 
player who comes 
closest to playing total 
football. 


lf a club plays the 
British style of football 
it will breed British- 
Style players. 


If the club plays the 
continental style, it will 
breed players in the 
continental mould. 
Such a club is St. 
George, such a player 
is John O'Shea. 


Another club that 
plays this type of foot- 
ball and that produces 
players as skilful as 
O'Shea is Footscray 
J.U.S.T. 






‘Ray Richards 


lf O'Shea deserves 


‘praise, so does his = 
team mate Brendan © 


Grosse, another local 
product who is playing # 
amore prominent role 3 
in the team year by 
year, either as a 
defender or mid- # 
fielder. fe 
Although O’Shea, # 


Grosse and the others & 


| have mentioned all 


excel at their particular & 


stage of development, = 
they cannot yet be # 


listed among the top 35 


players in Sydney. Bs 

That honor goes, for # 
1976, to the following: # 
Rodolfo Gnavi (Pan 
Hellenic), Willle # 
Wallace (APIA), Phil = 


O’Connor (Wolion- & 
gong), Ray Richards = 


(Marconi), John Wat- % 
kiss (Sutherland) and & 
Doug Utjesenovic (St = 
George). sore 


All except Watkiss = 


and perhaps Richards # 
must be classed asim- # 
ports but they are ex- = 
amples of the type of = 
imports we should be # 


attracting. nS 
These are the men & 


who can help improve 
not the ® 


our soccer, 
second-raters who are #& 
too often Imported and 
who take the place of # 
good local youngsters. # 

My choice as the # 
coach of the year is # 
Pan Hellenic’s Roaul # 
Blanco. sep 

My choice as the & 
coach of the year is | 
Pan Hellenic’s Roaul 
Blanco 


Bianco lost Harding, 
Tuinman, Manuel, 
Carrizo and Waters = 
from the 1975 team yet #% 
he still managed to get >: 
Pan Hellenic into fifth 
place. 

He was indeed the 
miracle worker of 
1976. 

Mal O'Neill of Gran- 
ville also deserves a 
mention, He gave 
Granville its best 
season since it was 
promoted to the First = 
Division. ame 

ad- 


The top 
ministrator was 
without doubt Frank 


Sbisa of APIA. 

He showed what can 
be achieved by a man 
with a sound 
knowledge of ad- 
ministration and a flair 
for public relations and’ 
promotion. 

The best referees 
were Tim Davis and 


Henry Witschge. 
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The Morwell Falcons Committ 
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ng 2 7 
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left: T. Marino (treasurer); Cc. Zammit 


(secretary); D. DiFabrizio (president) E. Zanin (vice pres, life member); H. Richter 
(publicity officer, life member). Standing from left: A. Torrieri (life member), T. Paine 
(junior manager), F. Costabile (senior fund-raising manager), E. Fascio (ground com- 


mittee chairman), and committee members R. DiGuilio, B. DiLoreto and B. 


mittee man, J. Flanagan, is not pictured. 








The Latrobe Valley is bubbling with 
enthusiasm over Morwell Falcons’ admis- 
sion to the Metropolitan League. 


Players and officials now 
see a bright future for soccer 
in the Valley. 

Their opumuisa is fully 
justified, for the Falcons 
have just begun to fly. 


A place in the Metro is 
not enough for this am- 
bitious club, which now 
aims to climb through the 
ranks to the dizziest heights 
of Victorian soccer. 


Who knows — in 10 years 
or so Morwell Falcons may 
be a valuable asset to the 
National League! 


Falcons was chosen from 
among 26 applicants to fill 
the Metro League vacancy 
created by «the 10-year 
suspension of North 
Carlton. 


The 26 were narrowed 
down to four — Fawkner, 
Frankston Pines, Geelong 
and of course, Falcons. 


It was the Morwell club 
that got the nod due to its 


Leyland 
backs 
Albion 


Albion Rovers will 
be sponsored by 
Leyland Motors next 
season. - 

Members decided at 
their annual meeting to 
call the club Albion 
Leyland. 

However, the name will 
not become official under 
VSF rules until 1978. 

Leyland will supply the 
teams with track suits 
bearing the Leyland sym- 
bol. 

Albion Leyland may 
use Moomba as their first 
opportunity to display 
thelr new name. 

Club official Tony Ken- 
nedy has been working 
for 12 months on getting a 
club entry into the 
Moomba parade and it 
now looks like coming off." 

Leyland will supply a 
truck which will be 
suitably decorated and Al- 
bion’s juniors will march 
in the parade. 

It will be the first soccer 
entry in the parade. 


financial strength, its sound 
administration, strong 
junior set-up and good back- 
ing from Morwell Shire 
Council. 


The club’s case was well 
presented by president Don 
DiFabrizio, secretary 
Charlie Zammit and 


publicity officer Henry 


Richter. 


Morwell councillor Eddy 
Grinpukel helped in outlin- 
ing future ground facilities. 


Morwell was formed in 
1961 by a group of Italians. 
It fielded a senior and a 
reserve team but no juniors. 


It wasn’t until 1963 that 
the under 12 team was 
started but by 1965 there 
were three junior teams. 


Today, there are 150 
junior players at the club. 


Morwell’s real climb 
started in 1967 when Frank 
Masilli became team 
manager. He provided ad- 
ded drive and unselfish 
dedication to the club until 
1974 when he returned to 
Italy. 


Don DiFabrizio became 
president in 1970 and 
Charlie Zammit joined as 
secretary in 1971. 


After having won the 
Latrobe Valley league senior 
and reserves championships 
in 1973, Morwell applied to 
join the Provisional league 
and was accepted. 


The club justified its 
elevation by winning the 
senior championship in 1975 
and finishing second to 
Geelong this year. 


In preparation for its first 
season in the Metro Fourth 
Division, Falcons will short- 
ly advertise for experienced 
coaches and start recruiting 
players. 


Mr DiFabrizio has ap- 
pealed to everyone in 
Morwell to get behind the 
club and its fund-raising ac- 
tivities. 


He believes there is a lot 
of soccer ‘talent in the 
Latrobe Valley which, with 
the Falcons, can make it 
tight through the ranks to 
the State League. 


“The road is now open 
to anv ambitious and 





dedicated player to ad- 
vance and to help put the 
Latrobe Valley on the 
soccer map of Australia,” 


he said. 


Morwell’s record: 
1966 Lighting premier- 
ship winners. 


1971 L.V. league win- 
ners, Masut Cup winners 


1972 L.V. league runners 
up Charity Bowl winners, 
Battle of Britain winners, 
Tara’ Valley Cup winners. 


1973 L.V. league cham- 
pions, senior and reserves. 
Charity bow! winners, Tara 
Valley Cup winners, Italian 
Cup winners, 


- 1974 V.S.F. Provisional 
League winners, senior and 
reserves; round robin cup 
compet. winners 


TV GAMES ON 


asut. Com- 


They’ve just 
begun to fly 


1975 V.S.F. Provisional 
League winners, seniors and 
round robin cup -compet. 


_ winners, 


The club’s life members 
are A. Torrieri, E. Zanin, H. 
Richter and F. Marsili. 


Office-bearers: D. DiFab- 
rizio (president); E. Zanin 
(vice-president); H. Richter 
(Junior vice-president and 
publicity officer); C. Zam- 
mit (secretary), A. Marino 
(treasurer), F. Costabili 
(fund-raising manager), K. 
Parker (senior captain), F. 
Bianconi (reserves captain), 
C. Zammit (property of- 
ficer), H. Tanti (masseur), 
R. Digiulio, E. Fascio, B. 
Masut, B. DiLoreto, J. 
Flanagan (committee), J. 
Gayet (junior co-ordinator), 
Mrs S. Davey (junior 
manager), T. Paine (junior 
fund manager). ° 


Coaches: J. Fodor 
(senior), M. Kaminski (as- 
sistant), J. Lawson (under 
20), J. Sciberras (utider 16), 
F. Bianconi (under 14), T. 
Tanti (under 12), T. McStay 
{under 12 Hawks), E. Mar- 
tini (under 10), J. Davey 
ers 9), T. Paine (under 


SATU RDAYS 


April 2, will feature one game every Satur- 
day in Melbourne and Sydney. 


The other games in 
those cities will be on 
_ Sundays. 


The Saturday games 
are for the benefit of the 0- 
10 network which will tape 
them in Melbourne and 
Sydney and show edited 
highlights on Saturday 
nights. 


in Brisbane and 
Adelaide all games will be 
on Sunday. : 

Canberra will play its 
matches on Saturdays. 


Although Melbourne 
and Sydney TV audiences 
will usually see the game 
played in their own city, 
there may be times when 
the Svdnev aame is 


shown in Meibourne if it's 
an outstanding match. 


At other times, we may 
see half of each game. 


Adelaide, Brisbane and 
Canberra will see the 
games probably on Sun- 
day nights or on Mondays. 


There has been talk 
that the 0-10 network may 
invite Brian Moore of “The 
Big Match” to be guest 
commentator but he 
would not be available un- 
til the end of May. 


Meanwhile, the network 
is looking around 
Australia and overseas for 
a suitable No.1 commen- 
tator — preferably with an 
“international” accent 
rather than a Rritich ane 


‘ at 2.30 
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Twelve teams will compete in this year’s Italian Cup 


which will start on Saturday. 


The teams have been divided into 
four groups. 

Competing teams are: Juventus, Es- 
sendon Triestina; Fawkner Azzuri, 
Central Brunswick, Bulleen, Ken- 
sington, East Brunswick, Croxton, 
Thomastown, Regent, Nunawading and 
East Carlton. 

Two matches will be played on each 
Saturday and Sunday for the next three 
weeks and the finals will begin on Sun- 
day, November 28, with the final set 
down for the following week. 

All matches will be played at Smith 
Reserve, Juke Street, Fawkner. 

The first game on each day will start 
ind the second at 4.30. . 
ying matches will run for 70 
minutes and the semi finals and final 
for 90 minutes. 2 

Major sponsor of the tournament is 
the Italian newspaper H Globo. 

It is planned that Miss Italian and 
Australian Charity Queen Angela Cec- 
chini will kick off the Cup on Saturday. 

The winning club will receive the 
Italian Consul Cup and 16 gold medals. 

The runners-up will receive 16 silver 
medals and the third placed team 16 
bronze medals. 

All competing teams will be 
presented with a souvenir shield to 


commemorate playing in the competi- 
tion. 

Trophies will be awarded to the best 
and fairest player of the series, the 
runner-up and the top goalscorer. 

The organising committee is headed 
by Juventus president Paul Mirabella, 
with Graziano Capulli the vice presi- 

ent. 


Main organiser of the tournament is 
Fawkner secretary Frank Calabria. 

He said: “We are attempting to bring 
the Italian community together. 

“It gives an opportunity for all Italian 
clubs within the metropolitan area to 
compete against each other. 

“Everyone is enthusiastic about the 
tournament-and we are expecting large 
crowds.” 

The draw is: 

Saturday, November 6: Fawkner Az- 
zurri v. Croxton, East Brunswick v. East 
Carlton. 

Sunday, November 7: Essendon 
Triestina v. Kensington, Juventus v. 
Central Brunswick. 

Saturday, November 13: Bulleen v. 
Central Brunswick, Thomastown v. 
Kensington. 

Sunday, November 14: Croxton v. 
Regent, Nunawading v. East Carlton. 

. Continued on Page 15 
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The Largest Independent 
Bakery in Melbourne 


MANAGED BY THE WELL KNOWN 
SOCCER SUPPORTER 


MR. GEORGE KYRITSIS 


wishes to advise all soccer supporters that 


TABLE TOP BREAD 


is baked and delivered fresh daily to all milk 
bars & Delicatessens in Melbourne Metropolitan 
area. 


ALWAYS ASK FOR 


TABLE TOP BREAD 


298 SOMERVILLE RD, WEST 
FOOTSCRAY 3012 


Tel. 314 6999 (5 lines) , 
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SIR — | wish to make a 
few comments regarding 
the article by Eric Batty 
entitled “English Football 
has made little progress in 
10 years” (Soccer Action, 
20/10/1976). | have long 
been an admirer of Eric 
Batty because he has 
always liked good foot- 
ball, and, despite his 
‘cynicism, much of what he 
says is quite correct. It 
must be remembered that 
cynics are not born but 
made, and Batty has seen 
much. 

In his article, and in 
many others that he has 
written, Batty decries the 
low standard of English 
football and the lack of 
skill amongst English 


eS 


Roger Davies 


~ Denmark 
in bid 
for finals 


COPENHAGEN — The 
strongest Danish national 
side since the early six- 
ties took a full 55 minutes 
to score its first goal 
against Cyprus here, but 
went on to thrash them 5- 
0 in their World Cup 
qualifying group one 
match. 

After a 5-1 victory over 
the Cypriots in Limassol in 
May this year, the latest 
convincing win before a 
crowd of 30,000 at the 
Sports Stadium put the 
Danes in the lead in the 


group. - 
With four points, they 
lead from group 


favourites Poland, who 
have two points and have 
played only one match to 
date. 

A gallant struggle by 
the Cypriot defence held 
the Danes at, bay until 10 
minutes into the second 
half, but when Benny 
Nielsen, who plays for 
Racing White of Brussels, 
gave Denmark the lead, 
the flood gates opened. + 





Stick to 
writing 
“Soccer Action’’ 

columnist Peter Georgiou 

abandoned his pen for a 

guitar at the Fenari 


Restaurant in Russell 
Street last week. 


Peter was at a Press 
gathering organised by 
Greek wrestler George 
Gouliovas. 





JIM BARKER 


SOCCER 


in the 
SUNDAY PRESS 


@ All the results 

@ Vivid descripfion of 
all the matches 

@ News from the clubs 


EVERY SUNDAY 
MORNING _ 


After a few drinks, 
Georgiou demanded a 
guitar and cut loose. 


None of the windows 
broke but everyone 
agreed that Georgiou is 
no Neil Diamond. 
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players. He believes that 
the English should reject 
the “. . . traditional British 
qualities (speed, en- 
durance, will to win, ability 
in the air, getting stuck in) 
and seek the skills of the 
best continentals”. 

While generally agree- 
ing with Batty, | feel that 
he may be overstating his 
case. Rather than reject 
the British qualities, if they 
could be combined with a 
high level of skill, the 
English would be virtually 
unbeatable. Similarly, if 
the very skilful nations 
could combine their skill 
with the ‘traditional British 
qualities’, they too would 
be close to invincibility. 

Despite the fact that 
the two are not mutually 
exclusive, it is very rare 
for the two to be com- 
bined. Players from na- 


| ‘tions such as Italy, Argen- 


tina and Yugoslavia are 
acknowledged by all to be 
very skilful yet the fact 
that they lack the ‘British’ 
qualities has meant that 
they have been far less 
successful than they 
might have been. When 
the two have been com- 
bined, as in the case of 


| Brazil in 1970 and West 


Germany in 1972, the mix- 
ture has been most suc- 


i cessful. 


There are some very 


} skilful English players 


about. Increasingly, 
however, they are being 


Director 
is in | 
the dark 


The National 
Director of 
Coaching, Eric 
Worthington, said 
this week he had 
never been invited 
to any of the 
meetings organised 
by the group of 
coaches who met 


the NSW federation 
executive two weeks 
ago. 

he new NSW coaching 
director, Joe Vlasits out- 
lined his policies at the 
meeting. 

The coaches at the 
meeting included Joe 
MARSTON, Fil Bottalico, 
Leo Baumgartner, Walter 
Tamandi and Raul Blanco. 

Mr Worthington said this 
week: “I have never been in- 
vited to any of their 
meetings and I have never 
been given reports of what 
went on at those meetings. 

“When I was appointed, I 
agreed to work with the 
Australian Soccer Coaches 
Federation and I am work- 
ing with them in each State. 

“‘However, it seems 
there’s some conflict 
between a group of people 
and the NSW branch of the 
ASCF. 

“The whole thing baffles 
me.” 








Duncan McKenzie 


forced into exile. (€.9. 
Duncan McKenzie, Roger 
Davies, etc.). This is 
because the English en- 
vironment, consisting of 
coaches, referees, spec- 
tators, and players 
themselves, does not per- 
mit skill to flourish. There 
is no room for skill in 
‘fightball’ (the name Bat- 
ty gives to English foot- 
ball). 

The fruth of this was 
amply demonstrated in 
the recent English League 
match between Leeds 
United and Manchester 
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TO THE EDITOR 


Add skill-but retain 
the British qualities 


United. There was plenty 
of skill on show but much 
of it was soon snuffed out. 
Hunter, who according to 
one commentator, is 
loved by the Leeds fans, 
and, who it was said, ‘bat- 
tled’ to save Leeds, was 
one of the chief culprits. 
He butchered Hill and got 
away with it. He was finally 
booked for a nasty tackle 
on Coppell. From the en- 
suing free kick he brutally 
chopped down Coppell 
again. instead of being 
sent off, the referee mere- 
ly spoke to him. Finally, 
the Leeds manager sub- 
stituted him in order to 
stop him from being sent 
off. Yet, Hunter has been 
doing this for years! With 
this sort of thing being en- 
‘couraged it is no wonder 


that skill is a dangerous 
virtue for a player to pos- 
sess. 

The English have never 
really tried to equal the 
skill of the continentals. A 
small minority of coaches, 
past and present, has 
tried to develop skilful 
players. On the whole, 
however, there has been a 
defeatist attitude towards 
skill acquisition. As 
Charles Hughes, 
manager of the England 
amateur team and assis- 
tant director of coaching 
of the English Football As- 
sociation, puts it in his 
book, Football Tactics 


and Teamwork, whenever 


English teams play 
foreign opposition, the 
English players are pitted 
“against players who are 
technically far superior” 
and as a result of this “... 
England's only chance of 


winning these matches lay {| 


in sound teamwork based 
on sound tactics”. This is 
to neglect skill entirely on 
the assumption that one 
can never hope to- equal it. 

The probiém of allow- 
ing skill to flourish is not 
an English one alone. 
When the stakes are high 


even the most skilful 


teams can resort to ‘fight- 
ball’. Portugal v. Brazil 
(1966), Hungary v. Brazil 
(1954) are but two 
notorious examples. 
Much more needs to be 
done to protect the skilful 
player, not just in Britain, 
but everywhere football is 
played. If this is not done, 
then football as a spec- 
tacle will cease to exist. } 
The unskilled will have 
triumphed over the | 
skilled, crudity will have 
overcome finesse, the so- 
called ‘strong’ will have 
overcome the so-called | 
‘weak’, and the crowds 
that are increasingly stay- | 
ing away will never return. 
Perhaps it is, after all, § 
as Batty implies, the way 
the whole world is going. 
WALTER F. PLESS, 
Gunn Street, 
Bridgewater, 
Tasmania. 


ROME — Sicilian brunette Paola Bresciano, 19, elected Miss Italy 1976, is centre 
forward of the Trapani soccer team. Miss Bresciano relaxes after a training session 
for the opening of the women’s soccer season. She played in 14 games last season 
and scored 30 goals. (UPI picture). 








TONY WANTS 
TO COACH 


Prominent Essendon Lions official and former 
Croatia coach, Tony Vrzina (pictured) will not hold an 
official position with Essendon next year. 


Vrzina says he wants to concentrate on working only 
with players, which is impossible at Essendon where he 
invariably had to do administrative duties as well. 


He joined Essendon as manager-coach in July, 1974 
and was elected president-manager in 1975 when the 


club was reorganised. 


With Vrzina as manager this year, Essendon was 
promoted to-the State League and reached the semi- 


finals of the Dockerty Cup. 


tinder Vrzina Croatia won the 1971 State Leaque 






Japanese 
seeks 
pen pal 


A university student in_ 
Japan is seeking a pen 
pal with whom he can ex- 
change soccer news. 

He aiso wants to ex- 
change badges and pen- 
nants from Europe, South 
Americe and Asia for 
Australian news, badges 
and pennants. 

His name is Koichi 
Nonaka and his address: 
6-30-5 Higashi- 
mukoiiz s. Sumida-ku, 













John 


Barclay is dow 


iateaannnneenn nen 


ou 





but not 


:he’s out to prove he is not a has-been in 
top-line Victorian administration. 


Mr Barclay was voted off the VSF board of 
management and replaced as chairman by Michael 


Weinstein last week. 


He had taken over as chairman when Footscray 
JUST president Tony Kovac resigned months 


earlier. 


Mr Barclay said he would still be actively involved 


in soccer. \ 


He added: “I am still a member of the State 
League committee and | am vice-president of 
Frankston City, so there’s plenty to do. 







4 
igs 


A role Michael Weinstein is used to — welcoming visiting teams from overseas. Here 
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good. 


“| can now look at things objectively. 

“I could not stand for chairman of the 
Metropolitan League because my club has been 
promoted to the State League. 


“Obviously the people who voted didn’t think I 
was good enough to hold down the position — and 
now it’s up to me to prove them wrong. 


“I look upon it as a challenge to prove my ability. 
“Bitterness has never been part of my make-up, 
so | take things as they come. ; ‘ 


Roe : 
* , « 
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w * 
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he is at right with the leader of the Legia Warsaw party at Olympic Park. 








ew boss forecasts 
Singapore trip 


by the State team 


The new chairman of the Victorian Soccer Federation, Mr Michael 
Weinstein, says that by the end of 1977 the VSF will be much bigger 


and much better than ever before. 


He claims that the 
recently elected board of 
management — with 
many new faces on it — is 
one of the most promising 
in the history of the 
Federation. 

Mr Weinstein has had a 
20-year association with 
the sport and has been a 
leading figure in ad- 
ministering soccer during 
this time. 

Mr Weinstein said 
the new board of manage- 
ment had already swung 
into action in preparation 
for next year. 

Mr Weinstein pointed 
out that his board would 
not be looking for any 
showdowns or rivairy with 
the National League and 
added that he wanted 
both bodies to work 
together for the better- 
ment of soccer. 

He said: “I hope we can 
complement each other. 

“Next year will be a big 
year for us. 

“We are pleased to 
have retained our big 
sponsors and have 
organised for three top 
teams — two from Europe 
and one from South 
America — to tour next 
season. . 

“We plan to play 
regular interstate games, 


particularly against New 
South Wales and South 
Australia, and it’s planned 
that the Victorian team will 
play in Singapore .at the 
end of next season. 

“Heavy concentration 
will be placed on our 
juniors, as has been done 
in the past. 

“Coaching classes will 
be encouraged and 
séminars will be 
organised. 

“My main aim is to keep 


Victoria to the forefront. 

“We are recognised as 
the best administered 
State and will be doing 
our utmost to keep that 
image. 

“The Victorian Soccer 
Federation has a great 
tradition and the tough 
fibre from which it is made 
will not allow any upsets.” 

Mr Weinstein described 
the new board of manage- 
ment as a ‘good transfu- 
sion.of blood’. 


Some of Mr Weinstein’s 
positions during his long 
service with the VSF in- 
clude: 

@ State League 
chairman for three years, 

@ Two three-year terms 
as chairman of the board, 

@ Two years as vice- 
president of the 
Australian Soccer Federa- 
tion, 

@ Chairman of the 
tours committee for the 
past five years. 


Suwinski is Polonia’s 
new president 


Mr Richard Suwinski, the 
club's vice-president for the 
last two years, has been 
elected Polonia’s new presi- 
dent. 

Mr George Kerry, a well 
known figure both at 
Polonia and at the VSF, 
who had been tipped to be 
elected to the top office, was 
unable to stand due to a 
recently discovered heart 
ailment. 

He has accepted the posi- 
tion of first vice-president 
and Polonia public relation 
officer and is also the club’s 


SYYSETEOrrTet erro. 


“TAKE NOTICE" 


delegate to the VSF, where 
he was elected to the board 
of management and the 
grounds and fixtures sub- 
committee. 

Mr Tom Ostrowski, 
Polonia secretary for many 
years, “moved up’’ to the 
position of second vice- 
president, and publicity of- 
ficer and the secretary’s job 
has been split amongst three 
people: Mrs Ewa Lidzud- 
zinska, and Messrs. Richard 
Baran and Waldek Kubicki. 

The club’s finances will be 
well looked after by the 
young treasurer George 


Kerry, jnr. and the job of 
team manager was taken 
again by Karol Mierzwa, 
one of Polonia’s most 
dedicated workers. 

The new committee has 
reappointed John Grimsey 
as coach for the duration of 
the summer competition. 

His future with the club 
will depend on the team’s 
performance in the Ampol 
Cup series and also on 
whether Polonia is able to 
bring to Australia a top 
coach from Poland, as this 
matter is still under negotia- 
tion, 


association with soccer.” 


_ During his career Mr Barclay has managed two 
Australian teams that have competed in the World 


Cup. 


This was in 1969-70 and in 1974. 
He has also been chairman of the board of 
management and chairman of the Metropolitan 


. League. 
The members of the new board of ma 


ent 


are: Peter Collins (Slavia), John Borg (Geo. Cross), 
Mick McCulloch (Albion Rovers), Chris Payne 
(Park Rangers), Vito Cilauro (Juventus), Branko 
Trajanovski (Makedonia), George Kerry (Polonia), 
and John Dimisis (Alexander). 
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meet old 


team mates 


The stars of Footscray J.U.S.T. will give Sydney soc- 
cer fans a treat on Sunday. 


They will clash with NSW 


Second Division champion 


Riverside Avala at either 
Marconi Oval or the 
Bankstown Soccer Centre. 

For the benefit of Sydney 
fans, the J.U.S.T. team in- 
cludes: 


Branko Buljevic, holder of 
22 full international caps 
and on his day the finest 
forward in Australia; 

Frank Micic, captain, 
cap seven times, known 
as the king of Victorian soc- 
cer, having played well over 
500 games for J.U.S.T. 


Jim Kondarios, member 
of the Australian B team 
last year and a regular State 
representative. One of the 
greatest centre backs in Vic- 
toria. 

Mendo Ristovski, Vic- 
torian representative and 
J.U.S.T’s top scorer this 
year. 


Joe Palinkas, started with 
the Melbourne juniors and 
had a season with St. 
George in Sydney. Under 
J.U.S.T. coach Cedo 
Cirkovic he is playing his 
best soccer and scoring 
regularly. 


The Avala team includes 


former J.U.S.T. player 
Milan Mihailovic who came 
to Australia in 1968 with 
Buljevic and Slobodan Zora- 
ja. 


Another player familiar 
to Victorians is Tom Miha- 
jlovic, who had a spell with 
Preston Makedonia after 
playing with Yugal Prague. 


$266,000 RECRUIT 


IPSWICH—English First Division club ipswich Town 
has signed high-scoring striker Paul Mariner from Se- 
cond Division Plymouth Argyle in a deal which sets a 
price tag of about $266,000 on the young centre 


forward. 


in addition to $174,000 in cash, Plymouth will get two 
Ipswich players, defender JOHN PEDDELTY and 


striker TERRY AUSTIN. 


Ipswich has also agreed to pay a further $26,000 If 
Mariner wins three England caps, and to play a friendly 


game against Plymouth. 


West Ham United and West Bromwich Albion were 
also seeking to sign Mariner. 


Vine-yard 
Bar-b- 


71a ACLAND STREET, ST. KILDA 
For Reservations Ring 94 1942 


Proprietor, Mr Tony Kovac 


FOR THE MOST EXCITING CHARCOAL 
GRILL IN TOWN ... VISIT 


VINEYARD-Yugoslav Bar-B-Q fully air-condi- 
tioned with world class surroundings, is’ now 
licensed and you may bring your own liquor. 


Creator & Fashion Desianer in Finest Leather 


M. BIKICKI CLOTHING 


5 
a 
z 
71A Gamon St, Yarraville, Vic. 3 
q 
s 
2 
a 
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INCORPORATED with the Restaurant is a lux- 
uriously appointed exclusive room for private 
parties accommodating !p to 60 persons. 


Mexico acvanees 


TOLUCA, Mexice — Mexico and Canada played toa 
nil-all draw in the Northern Area qualifying group for 
the 1978 World Cup. 

As a result, Mexico moved into the next qualifying 
round of the tournament while Canada and the United 
States must play each other again to determine the se- 
cond qualifier from the group. 

The U.S. and Canada were tied on points and goal 
average in the preliminary round. — AAP. 


Tel. 689 4535. 
PHONE early for reservation. Vineyard Bar-B-Q 
is open every night of the week except Wed- 
nesdays. Also open for lunch on Sundays. 


* Latest leather gear for ladies & gents. 
* Your design or ours.. 
* Buy direct at wholesale price. 
We snecialise in motorbike outfits. 
* Also first class tailor, best materials available. 
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HELLAS v ST GEORGE? 


Hellas and St George, champions of Vic- 
toria and NSW, are drawn to play against 
each other in Sydney in the first round of the 


1977 National sn oo 
The match would be taped for TV and 


This was 


the year 


that was 


As the ink-wells are turned 
off and the printers’ paper 
redirected to a rag like 
“Greyhound Weekly”, we 
must bid adieu to “Soccer 

. Action” for this year. 

Statistically, In Victoria, a 
total of 16,000 leather 
Spheres were kicked 3.87 mil- 
licn tines; 42 gallons of rubb- 
ing alcohol was appiied to 
naked men and women (inter- 
nally and externally); the term 
“You couldn't see a foul in a 
chook-house” had 24,000 
recitals; there were 651,205 
serious Injuries, elght of these 
occurring on the pitch during 
play; Peter Sweeney has worn 
out three typewriters and 15 
club officials; nobody won 
Soccer Pools. 

But enough of these in- 
teresting detalls — let's look 
at the human aspect of Soc- 
cer 1976. 

The year started out for me 


with an Introduction to one 


million soccer people by 
Laurie Schwab, just prior to 
issue one. 

| am now disliked by one 
million soccer people. 

By issue three, | had dis- 
covered why soccer |s losing 
support In this country. 

We have a distinct lack of 
professional promotion. 

It was | who pointed out that 
this game has not rated a 
single streaker. 

In issue six | extolled Vic- 
torian soccer, the Pope and 

Billy Vojtek in my “Ode to 
Victoria”. 

Neither the Pope nor Billy 








KNUT WERNER 


Vojtek Is now talking to me. 

As number 10 rolled off the 
presses, | had gained enough 
confidence to make an ap- 
plication for the Job of coach 
with the Broadmeadows Girls’ 
Soccer Club. 

Unfortunately they turned 
me down because of age — 
some of the girls were under 
age. 

At issue 13 | was drunk and 
did not appear. 

Ah yes, as the weeks rolled 
by, | pointed out many 
anomalies and freak 
phenomena arising in the 
world of soccer. 

We had people thrown out 
of Olympic Park's guest room 
for not wearing a tie. 

Television production per- 
sonnel were told to stick It 
because an official didn't like 
a camera angle. 

There was the disregarding 
of my plea to have soccer 
played in the summer months 
(my voyeuristic pleasure in 
boob watching were only two 
of the reasons | put forward). 

The middie of the year saw 
me actually engaged in the 
physical properties of this fine 
sport. 

} was a participator in the 
Soccer Press team to play the 
nasties, the referees’ mob. 

Actually | didn’t participate 
in the match itself due to an 
injury received on the first 
training night. My thigh mus- 
cles couldn't understand why 


replayed on Saturday ni 
it is the ideal game to kick off the season 
and it would be guaranteed of a huge crowd. 
_ However fixtures are still under con- 
sideration and changes are possible. 







my brain wanted them to 
move twice in three minutes 
and collapsed post haste. 

But | did go on as the 
world's first limping coach to 
field a 17-marntean C) 
with female stretcher bearers. 

Not actually a wise move as 
we had 17 men carried off the 
field — repeatedly! 

As a result of my constant 
mention of Idi Amin during 
the year, that kind gentleman 
has sent me a letter of 
gratitude. 

Who said that man has no 
sense of humour? As soon as 
my six-year-old godchild 
reads it to me |! will report the 
full gist of it. 

In episode 29 of the con- 
tinuing saga of the soccer 
greats | felt a need to promote 
(or is it elevate?) Sam 
Papasavas to the status of 
Moses. What other paper 
deals in such magnanimity? 

And we must not forget 
how ! reintroduced those 
literary. greats Banjo Pat- 
terson and Edgar Alan Poe to 
soccer followers. 

And plagiarism to you too. 

Then, in the penultimate Is- 
sue of this venerable tabloid | 
achieved my greatest coup de 
grace — my column ap- 
peared on page four, near the 
important stuff. 

As my space Is limited } 
must now conclude with a 
-tinal message; Don't take any 
wooden balls. 
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Entrants in the Miss Juventus Quest are 
introduced at the Juventus ball last week. 
Miss Josie Barba (extreme left) was judged 
Miss Charity Queen and Miss Nadia Gianello 





(fourth from left) was Miss Juventus. Misa 
Barba won a trip to Paris flying UTA and 
Miss Gianollo a trip to Noumea, also by UTA.‘ 

Picture by E. M. Bergagna, Northcote 
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RAY BAROTAS & 
ASSOCIATES 


THE CARPET TILE 
SPECIALISTS 


For a large range of carpet tiles, commercial or 
domestic. 


Call into our showroom or phone 82 3466 and we'll 
call and give you a quote at no obligation. 


We also carry a range of beautiful imported rugs. 





Ray Barotas and Associates 


667 Burwood Rd, Auburn. Phone 82 3466. 
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Star of Belgrade — touring next 
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Red Star’s Stanislav Karasi (right) in ac- 
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THREE NATIONAL COACHES 


CAME FROM RED STAR 


Mitic and Toplak were 
both stars with Red Star 
and both went on to 
become national coach of 
Yugoslavia. 

Toplak ‘ played centre 
forward for the club for 10 
years and was also an in- 
ternational. He is the 
current national coach. 

Red Star has a knack 
for producing national 
coaches. Miljan Miljanic 
was elevated to that posi- 
tion while he was manager 
of Red Star some years 
ago. Miljanic, often called 
the finest coach in the 
world, is now boss of Real 
Madrid. 

Yugoslavia's 1974 
World Cup squad in- 
cluded nine Red Star 
players — Olja Petrovic, 
Petar Krivukoca, 
Miroslav Pavlovic, 
Kiril Dojcinovski, 
Viadislav Bogicevic, 
Stanislav Karasi, Jovan 
Acimovic, Viadimir 
Petrovic and the Yugoslav 
national team captain 
Dragan Dzajic. 

Dzajic and Olja Petrovic 
now play for Bastia in 
France. As part of the 
transfer deal, Bastia 
recently played against 
Red Star in Belgrade, 
losing O-1 in front of 
70,000. 

Acomovic and Paviovic 
have also left Red Star, 
Krivukoca has had some 
serious injuries and Do- 
jcinovski, according to 
latest reports, is seeking a 
transfer. 

However, Red Star has 

tons of talent to replace 
any of its ageing stars. 
* Filipovic, for example, 
is a top-class striker who 
was top scorer of the 
European Cup tourna- 
ment of 1971. 


Derby's Charlie George 
has been in the headlines 
since he made the big 
time at Arsenal. 

His long hair, lanky 
frame and extrovert 


From page one 


nature made him a natural 
target for newspapers but 
George was young and he 
couldn't handle the fame. 

He couldn't hold down 
a regular place in the 
dreary Arsenal side of 
1974-75 but when he 
transferred to Derby, he 
emerged as a much more 
stable and more mature 
player who was rewarded 
with a place in the national 
team. 

George was Derby’s top 
scorer last season, with a 
total of 20 goals. 

Other England inter- 


nationals at Derby are Roy 
McFarland, Colin Todd, 
Kevin Hector and Alan 
Hinton. 

The club’s Scotland in- 
ternationals are Bruce 
‘Rioch and Archie Gem- 
mell and there's also the 
Wales international, 
Leighton James. 

Derby won the English 
First Division cham- 
pionship in 1971-72 and 
1974-75. 

One of its all-time 
greats was Francis Lee, 
now retired, who played 
two guest games for St 


George Budapest early 
this year. 

Kevin Hector was se- 
cond in the list of English 
all-ttme scorers (still 
playing) at the end of fast 
season. He had a total of 
253 goals, second only to 
Ken Wagstaff who had 
270. Third in the list was 
Francis Lee with 229. 

Leighton James is Der- 
by’s most expensive 
player, bought from 
Burnley for £300,000 in 
November 1975. 

Derby’s manager is 
Dave Mackay. 


TAIWAN STALEMATE 


From page one 


Fiji won't allow Australia to display its 
flag either. 

These stipulations were also made 
by the Canadian government during 
the Olympic Games and Taiwan re- 
jected them. 

The alternative venue is Singapore, 
which recognises the Republic of China 
(Taiwan) and would allow it to play un- 
der that name. 

New Zealand also recognises the 
Republic. ~ 

The ASF has asked Taiwan to state 


categorically whether it would agree to, 


matches in Fiji under the conditions im- 
posed by the Fiji government but there 
has been no reply. 

However, a report from Suva quotes 
the Fiji national coach, Sashi Mehenra 
Singh, saying he had been appointed 
by Taiwan as the middle man for match 
negotiations. 

“Any decision | make will be binding 
on Taiwan,” he said. 

He added he would contact Australia 
and New Zealand after a Fiji Football 
Association council meeting this 
month. 


He said if Fiji was not the venue, he 
would try to arrange the matches in 
Papua New Guinea. = 

As far as the ASF is concerned, the 
most suitable venue would be 
Singapore. 


The Asian Zone qualifying series 
between Hong Kong, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Thailand, Singapore and Sri 
Lanka_-will be staged there unti! March 
11. 

With Australia’s match proposed for 
March 13, interest will be high there. 
and a large crowd would be 
guaranteed. 

However, ground rental in Singapore 
is 20 per cent of gross takings. There’s 
also a steep entertainment tax plus 
about $5000 for incidentals. 


The Singapore FA would get one 
third and one third would go to Taiwan, 
meaning Austrailia wouldn’t make 
money on the maiches. 


However, it would be a better 
proposition financially than matches in 
Fiji, where maximum crowds are only 
about 5000. 


If Australia has problems at the mo- 
ment, it will have even bigger ones in 
ae later stages of the Asian qualifying 
series. 


lf it wins the Oceania group, it goes 
on to meet the winners of four other 
groups in a round robin series. 

The winners are likely to be 
Malaysia, Israel, Iran and Kuwait and 
there are bound to be political troubles 
between Israel and Iran and Kuwait. 


Our last issue for 1976 


Our foreign language columns by 
Zika Nikolic and Peter Georgiou 
came to us through the assistance 
=6f the Yugoslav newspaper 
“Novosti” and the Greek paper 
ho”; run by Jim Bakat-_- 


soulas. 


°° Thanks -also- to our regular ~ 
Rasic. John 


columnists Rate 


From page one 


Warren, Knut Werner, 


and Bobby McLachiin. 


durina the season. 


Les 
Shorrock, Brian Mossop, Branko 
Buljevic, Frank Micic, Bill Moser 


And a special mention for Fred 
Habbe of Habbe Sport, who adver- 
tised in every issue and who sup- 
plied prizes for competitions we ran 


We also had valuable service 
from our. photographer, Sam 
’ Belfonte, whose action pictures ad- 
ded a new dimension to the paper. 
This paper needs the support of 
ALL soccer supporters, so we ask 
you to adopt the “Soccer Action” 
habit. Pick 6nd up at your news- 
acent EVERY Wednesday. 





Pade AP reas. ‘ond SFT oF ie eo x a 
Slavia’s Jim O’Reilly is caught in mid-air as he heads clear of J.U.S.T.’s Mendo =] 
Ristovski. In the background is Jim Tansey. | 





Uli Hoeness (front) and Johnny Hansen with the European Cup 
which their team, Bayern Munich, won by beating St Etienne 1-0 
in the final at Hampden Park, Scotland. 
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| _ Victoria’s goalkeeper Mick Harby prepares to save a shot during the game against the / - 
; Italian Army at Olympic Park. Victorians in the picture are, from left (in light strip): Jim gape 2 : SS 
| O'Reilly, John Betnard and Jim Kondarios. Mike Pye is on the goal line. Picture by SAM Frank Micic (left) and Joe Palinkas with the Dockerty Cup, © 
| BELFONTE. : which J.U.S.T. won in the final against Polonia. BS 
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“Neighbors” and mates — Archie Campbell (left) = 
and Norm Hobson. Archie coaches Mooroolbark =; 
and Norm coaches nearby Ringwood City. Will the 
two clubs share Jubilee Park next year? 
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= Vince Tagliafe amo B eon a . : 
» congratulates Richard Prentice of Linatex we 3 
= after the game that made them joint top a 

i scorers in the fourth division of the In- Jim Kondarios of 







al League. 


: dustri 








: goalkeeper. 





OO Sy oa MeO nee Nectar te NNT ie ND etl Nob Sk int NaS De nce tah land lp At NGS 


Having won the State League Colts cham- 


pionship, some of the boys from the Mooroolbark 


under 16 team are likely to be seen in the senior 


The team’s coach, 
Derek Mastera, and 


ee Manager Alan M 
= have prepared a detailed 
s analysis of all boys in the 
ss squad, which will in- 
=; troduce the fans to their 
s stars of tomorrow. 


Here’s what they say 


©: about the boys. 


COLIN TAYLOR: 


Colin has given 100% 


effort in all the games that 


he has played. He covers 


we his angles well and 
m: Organises his defence ex- 
¢ tremely well. We feel that 
& he has a very promising: 
#2 future in senior soccer. In 
i Spite of many injuries that 


he has had this year he 
has done extremely well. 


== He needs to concentrate 
= on his clearances. 

os JEREMY 
; goalkeeper. 


BYNE: 
When needed, Jeremy 


has more than filled the 
se gap as goalkeeper. Often 
m: Our decision about who 
®: should play in goal has 


been very difficult. 


m@ tfowever, Jeremy does 
% not attend training 
= regularly. He needs to 
me: concentrate more on 
ss Organising his defence. 

5 GEOFF 
> defender. 


tRESON, 
Geoff has played as full 


=» back for the whole of the 
® season but prior to this he 
& played midfield and 
Se forward. The job we asked 
be him to do this year he did 
% well. He tends to hold the 


ball too long sometimes. 


te We feel that Geoff could 
e: do better if he pushed 
2s himself more in training 
se and playing. 
es TREVOR 

s defender (captain). 


SPICER: 


Trevor has played 


m some excellent games 
s: this season in steadying 
es the back four. Trevor will 
ss do well in senior soccer. 
*: He lacks concentration at 
“= - times and could do better. 
= TERRY EARL: 
es: defence/midtield. 


Terry is another player 


©; who should play midfield 
@: but because of our lack of 
#: defending players had to 


| Finished 
second 


 Mooroolbark’s under 13A 
=: team, which finished second 
©: in its league — back row | 
#: from left: coach R. Morris, 
=: G. Butterfield, L. Morris, S.- 
>; Campbell, B. Rosenberg, D. 
Thomas, A. Wright, J. 
=: Thomas. Front: manager S.. 
#: France, A. Riley, D. Hives, 
@: K. Bailey, G. Mellor, D. 


Millward. 

















Cnr Burwood Highway & Warrigal Rd., Burwood, 3125 





; team over the next season or two. 


be used as a defender. He 
tries hard at all times but 
should try to improve on 
his speed and fitness. 
ates MURRAY: mid- 
leld. 


Nigel has done 
everything that was asked 
of him. A good team 
player who gives 100% ef- 
fort. He has played centre 
half for us although he is 
better equipped to play 
midfisid. Would have 
liked to use Nigel in the 
forward line and feel that 
he has great potential. 
Nigel has a tendency 
however, to commit 


himself to the tackle, = 


Mages MASTERS: Mid- 
ield. 

Terry has had a good 
season playing in midfield 
and has played some 
good games. Should do 
well in senior soccer if he 
pushes himself more. 
Terry could improve on 
his speed and is strong on 
heading the ball. 


GEORGE 
APOSTOLOPOULOS: 
midfield. 

George has played 
some really good games. 
He takes his chances 
which have resulted in 
some good goals. Could 
go far if he could control 
his volatility on the field. 
GREG HOUSE: utility 
(vice-captain). 

Greg enjoys his game 
and has all the aspects of 
a good player. His skills 
are good and has played 
all over the field except in 
goal. On many occasions 
has given 100% effort. 
Should do well in senior 


soccer. 
PAUL PRIESTLY; striker. 
Paul has improved a lot 
this year. Has played 
some good games and 
has done what was asked 
of him. Paul should go far 
In National League soccer 
given the chance. Has all 
the abilities. Paul lacks 
concentration at times 
and is Inclined to run 
himself out in the first half. 
Has played in the 
reserves. 


Continued on Page 15 





STYLES 
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| of tomorrow 


Pictured at a friendly game at Puckapunyal, Sunshine City’s under 14s, back 


row from left: lan Paviekovic, Robert Rulle, John McNally, Vic Buttigieg, Mimmo 
Sbaglia, Tony Calidonna, Paul Grech. Front: Frank Haber, Roger Grilz, Robert 
Sztogryn, Ralph Peronaci, Adam Obrebaliski, Nif Christodious (guest player from 


Western Suburbs). 


Failed for first 
time in 4 years 


Sunshine City under 14s were runners-up this year in the State 


Adelaide trip 
their reward 


League Colts — the 
first time in four years 
they’ve failed to win 


the championship. 


They were an ex- 
tremely good soccer- 
playing team who played 
for each other and gave 
their best at all times. 


Outstanding players 
were John McNally 
who represented Vic- 
toria, Vic Buttigieg, 
who was also a State 
representative, Mimmi 
Sbaglia, yet another 
State re p: and 
goalkeeper Robert Sz- 
togryn, 













DOUBLE DIAMOND STRIPES 
ON SLEEVES 


OPEN V-NECK & COLLAR 
as Derby County 


now available 


Place orders now at current price for 
delivery at the start of the new season. 





Telephone 288 8916 






























: the juniors presented th 


The Rosanna under 10 team had a very 
successful season in the South Division 


of the Yarra Region competition. 


Rosanna finished runner-up and from its 16 


matches, won 13, drew two and only lost one. 


It finished:on 28 points — only two behind league 
champion Waverley “A”. 


The boys scored a total of 62 goals and conceded 


only 14. 


Club officials rewarded the lads for their great ef- 
fort with a trip to Adelaide last weekend, where they 
played the three top under aged sides in South 


Australia. 


The Rosanna team — standing from left to right is 
— C. Gaitanis, M. Jevremovic, T. Vrzina, A. Marshall, 
P. Borg, P. Oliaro. Kneeling left to right: C. Boucher, 
B. Moyhan, T. Tsahacophouo, H. Tsalikidis, P. 


Cowen. 


aie: ee 





















Fielding under 11, under 13 and under 16 teams 
= in their first year of existence, Kew Park Rangers 
= juniors fared extremely well and look forward to 


even better things next season. 


It takes more than just 
a little luck to start from 
scratch in any new 
endeavour. The 
challenge was there 
about 12 months ago to 
break into new territory, 
as the Middle Park pitch 
so well known in Park 
Rangers better days was 
being made available to 
so many other clubs. 

With the support of 
the Kew City Council, 
the juniors were offered 
the use of Grange Road 
Reserve off Cotham 
Road. 


It was decided to get 


& going with two junior 
* clinics under the control 


of Ron Smith and a 
body of qualified 
coaches who volunteered 
their services. 

It was decided that 
three teams be entered 


q — under 11, 13 and 16. 


Ken Bunning became 
coach in charge, and in 
conjunction with 
Mayor’s Day in Kew, 





first ever succer match in 
the City of Kew. 

From this emerged 
enough interest to assure 
a successful venture. 

Early results went 
very much against Kew 
due to lack of confidence 
and experience, but the 
writing was on the wall 
when the under elevens 
scored their first goal, 
their first point and then 
their first win. 

Under thirteens were 
having more difficulty in 
fielding a steady side and 

did not settle down 
until later. 

The last eight games 
found them a vastly im- 
proved team. 

The under sixteens 
were recruited from lads 
who had played other 
sports, and it was more 

ifficult to get them to 
combine well. 

However, to their 
credit, they were able to 


~ give all the top teams a 


much harder game in the 
later stages of the 
season. 








Our thanks 
to Doug 
and all 
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DOUG UTJESENOVIC 


This is our last “Soccer Action” and 
consequently our final “Startalk” column 


for the year. 


Our staff would like to thank our guest 
players and in particular the hundreds of 
children who have sent in questions for 


their idols to answer. 


“Startalk” has been a 
most popular weckly 
feature with both the 
young and old. 

It has created great in- 
terest and has brought 
the soccer stars and their 
followers closer 
together. 

The leading players 
from the top teams in 
Melbourne and Sydney 
have been interviewed 

"throughout the year. 

“*Startalk”’ will be 
back again when “Soc- 
cer Action” resumes in 
January next year, and 
we look forward to. hear- 
ing from you then. 

Star St. George 
(Sydney) defender Doug 
Utjesenovic — who is 
presently starring in 
Australia’s international 
matches overseas — is 
the last guest columnist. 

His interview appears 
below. 

Q: How long do you 
plan to continue playing? 
(Question by Allan 
Smegers, Princes 
Highway, Dandenong, 
Vic.). 

A: As long as I am of 
some use to my club St. 
George and Australia, I 
will continue to play. 

However I am 30 now, 
and I’jl have to take 
things as they come. 

When I finish playing 
I'd like to coach juniors, 
as this is where the 
future of the sport lies. 

I have no interest in 
coaching a First Division 

club or a graded side. 

Junior coaches are 
needed and a lot of kids 
have a gteat deal of 
potential. 

Most have plenty of 
assets and all they need 
to improve on is their 
basic soccer skills. 

Q: How many games 

have you played for 

ralia? i 











Peter Stephenson, 
Chesterville Rd., 
Moorabbin, Vic.). 

A: I have played 32 
full internationals for 
Australia and 
represented Australia in 
about 65 other matches. 

I made my debut with 
Australia in November 
1972, when we played 
against New Zealand in 
sacar and beat them 3- 


Q: What was the most 
thrilling moment of your 
career? (Question by 
Laurie Degraves, 
Marlborough St., 
Fawkner, Vic.). 


A: It was when the 
referee blew the whistle 
to end our match against 
South Korea in Hong 
Kong. 


Our 1-0 win had sent 
us into the final 16 
countries in the World 
Cup. 
The win was tremen- 
dous, and it was hard to 
explain the feelings of all 
the players. 

We were all very tense 
before the match but 
once the whistle went it 
was unreal. 

Q: Hew do you expect 
Australia to fare in the 
coming World Cup 
series? (Question by Rob 
Dalgleish, Roberson St., 
Avondale Heights, Vic.). 

A: Australia does 
have a good chance of 
getting past the first 


round, but a lot depends — 


on the draw. 

But there’s enough 
talent in the Australian 
squad to trouble any 
team that we meet. 

I think our present 
tour of Europe will do 
the boys the world of 
good and it will improve 
understanding and 
knowledge between 
them. _ 














They reached 
«» the Cup final 


Pa 






oy 


At left is Sunshine der 12s won their 
City’s under 11 team, division, so the future 
which reached the looks good. 
final of the JLMC 
Cup. 

All Sunshine’s 
junior teams were 
well placed in their 
leagues and the un- 


Under 13 boy top 
of the scorers | 


B. Rosenberg of the under 13A team © 
was Mooroolbark’s top junior goalscorer © 
for 1976. He scored 23 — two more than © 

if aw OR — ~~~ Paul Priestley of the under 16s. The full 
epee a\F - oF i list is: 


aims od 

UNDER 7A: C. Devonport 8, W. Brown 6; N. 
Horsley 6; G. Robinson 1; P. Jamieson 1; M. Hoogen- 
bosch 1. 


A ~. UNDER 7B: K. Hodgson 7; T. Storer 6; K. Culham 
—— ee. « ¥ . 5; R. Giurini, 4; G. Moore 1; A. Walter 1; S. Curtis 1. 


UNDER 8A: R. Mantel 19; R. Gebbing 5; G. 
Wilkinson 3; S. Wilson 2; M. Spurway 2; M. Hogg 2; 
P. O'Callaghan 2; D. Ashworth 1; M. Bluml 1. 


UNDER 8B: A. Bakker 10; G. Legg 4; C. Sfiligos 4; 
P. Ayton 3; M. Gerzee 1; C. Ralphs 1; D. Angus 1. 


- UNDER 9: S. Watson 6; S. O'Callaghan 2;G. Read © 
1; P. Bryden 1. eS 
UNDER 10A: M. Edmonds 11; J. Michaefoudakis 


8; S. Storer 5; D. Kiepac 4; N. Wallace 3; M. Woods 3; 
R. Ireson 2; S. McKenzie 1. 


ed UNDER 10B: T. Deleo 14; F. lannelli 8; G. Boyd 4; 
M. Prior 2; G. Doyle 1; P. Brown 1; E. Regan 1. 


UNDER 11A: B. Jackson 13; R. Greenhow 3; F. 
Philipps 2; A. Bailey 1; G. Kerr 1; R. Brazil 1. 


UNDER 11B: G. Orr 4; M. Gebbing 1; D. Griffiths 1; 
»* |. Moore 1; D. Randall 1; B. Jackson 1. 
il UNDER 12A G. Bakker 14; S. Weatherstone 5; P. 
2° Atkins 3; H. Richards 2; |. Harper 2; W. Kenyon 2; |. 
. King 1; D. Bouwhuis 1; M. Kerr 1. 


~~ Fe re ee a >? Fas a : ye - UNDER 128: D. Bishop 19; D. Wilson 11: B. 
B Yosef : xr - . ogre: . —_ fee Hodgson 9; D. Warren 7; R. Green 3; D. Ashton 1:H. 3 
fee? i ey : é : : wh Dy Pa Meyer 1; P. Fenwick 1. 
ru - eee B. Rosenberg 23; =: Campbell 14; R. - # 
ongho 12; D. Millward 10; G. Mellor 9; D. Hives 3; C. 
- menecore juniors of- = Morris 2; A. Wright 1; S. France 1; K. Bailey 1. 
cials, standing from UNDER 13B: D. Gadd 7; M. Guinan 5; K. Wilkinson 


lett: M. Simic, T. Banit- 5. R._ Woods 1; G. Sika 1; G. Hewit 1: P. Gaskell 1: P. 
soti and J. Kalinceyv, Bradley 1. 















me 


BRIAN BESTP 


a 


wh winners of best UNDER 14: S. Scanlon 4; S. Boyd 3; M. McElhone 
“ player trophies, from —3: C. Deleo 2; M. Eckley 2; S. Carroll 1; P. Turner 1; 
» teft: B. Dimoyvski G. Bell. 

“ie (runner-up, u. 16), S. UNDER 15: K. Carter 17; D. Drury 9; M. Bouwhuis 


Sarantes (runner-up, 7, D. Murray 6; G. Ewing 6; T. Earl 5; S. Masters 4; D 

eee 14), C. Stoikos Killen 4; P. Hammond 4; T. Phillips 2; G. Dyke 1. 

( is veeee 16), B. UNDER 16: P. Priestley 21; G. House 14; T. 
oyle (best, under 14). Masters 8; N. Murray 6; G. Apostolopaulos 6: C. 


5 Picture by SAM : : ; : , 
BELFONTE. evGE 4; W. Neubauer 3; A. Rogers 3; T. Spicer 1; M. 
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NOW SHOWING 


FIMPEN csrvssy) 


Cup Day matinee 2 p.m. 


A DELIGHTFUL COMEDY 

An appealing family film 

from the director of 
ELVIRA MADIGAN 


-Directed by Bo Widerberg 
Special concessions for groups 
of 20 or more 
Adults $2.50 
Children $1.50 
An ideal end of season outing for Senior and 
Junior clubs. 

The fantasy of a six year old boy who plays 
soccer so well that he is included in inter- 
national matches with the Swedish National 


Soccer Team. Actual scenes from matches in 
Hungary, Austria, France and Moscow are 

















nder 14s with his 


Makedonia juniors coach John Kalincev presents Brian Coyle of the u 
best player trophy. 

Brian Coyle has won Makedonia’s under 14 best player award. 

A utility player, Brian scored 17 goals, only four less than the team’s leading scorer, 
Vele Stojanovski. 

Other players who did their best were Stan Sarantes, Con Opasinis, John Bogevski, 
Branko Stojovski, Jimmy Mitris, John Kalkapis, Vic Kolevski and Alex Banitsioti. 


“SOCCER 
ACTION” 


Thanks the English 
publications 


“World Soccer’ 
and 
“Shoot/Goal’”’. 


Both will be published 
throughout the Australian 
off-season and we recom- 
mend them “World Soc- 
cer” and “Shoot/Goal” — 
taps for soccer information 
Available at most news- 
agencies. 

































PALAIS THEATRE, St. Kilda 
Theredayg, October 21st to Saterday, November 6th 


Nightly 8 pm. Saturday — 1 p.m. 4 p.m. 8 p.m. (No Sundays) 
Group Bookings — Phone Palais 94 0651 Melbourne Premiere Season 





Mooroolbark’s under 13B team (not in order): coach Mr. Read, = 
manager W. Kuppens, R. Klepac, D. Gadd, R. Woods B. Boyd, A. = 
Kuppens, P. Bradley, P. Gaskell, C. Wilkinson, M. Guinan, F. = 
Terpstra, P. Oswald, M. Why, T. Moseley. 
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fY ZIKA NIKOLIC 


» 

Mnogi ce strucnjact | novinarl analizirati susret izmedju JUST- 
a | Helasa u finalu Kupa prvoligasa prema dogadjajima na 
terenu, all niko nece moci da Izmeni cinjenicu da je JUST 
pobedio sa 2:1 i odneo po trecl put uzastopce.pehar u svoju in- 
ace bogatu sportsku riznicu. Neumoljiva statistika ce ostaviti 
pokolenjima podatak da je JUST bio sampion Viktorije za 
1976.godinu. 

Da bi ublazili gorcinu | bol poraza mnoge moje arcke kilege 
ce napisati (sto bi | ja uradio da je JUST izgubio) sledece: 

Prvi JUST-ov gol (Kazijev) | Helasov jedini pali su slucajno, 
krivicom golmana. Utakmicu je odlucio drug! JUST-ov gol, koji 
je Mendo Ristovski postigao tz sumnjive pozicije. Da medjasnji 
sudija nije gledao u zemiju dok je trcao uporedo sa Ristovskim 
verovatno bi podigao zastavicu, jer je to cinlo ranije i kad nije 
blo stvarni ofsajd. Prema ovo} prostoj analizi rezultat je mogao 
da bude 0:0, pa bi produzetak odlucio samplona. 

Medjutim u praksi, Helas sudiji ne moze nista prebaciti, dok 
mu JUST moze staviti pod nos citav tovar primedbi, narocito 
pred krag utakmice, koju Je bez razjoga produzio dva minuta. 
Daije, po zrelim prilikama JUST Je morao pobediti, jer je Helas 
(odnosno igrac Cummings) samo jedan put bio u dobroj pozici- 
ji, dok je Buljevic dva puta bio u fantasticnoj, jer je gol pred njim 
blo prazan, pa je ipak promasio. JUST je Imao jednu precku, 
dok se Helasova precka brise zbog ofsajda. Obrni, okreni avako 
| onako, JUST je zasiuzio pobedu. 

Ustvari pobedila je taktika trenera. Jedan Helasov igrac vise 
dobije za potpis nego ceo JUST-ov tim. Po tome Helas mora biti 
uvek favorit, kada ne bi imali rec treneri. U tome je trender 
JUST-a Ceda Cirkovic datkeo Ispred bolje placenog kolege iz 
Helasa, jer ga je nadmudrio sa slabijim timom. Na zadnjoj 
utakmici, posto nije bilo Olertona, trener Helasa Je posiao 
Andersona da fizicki onesposobi golmana JUST-a Bolanda. 
Zbag toga je Helas imao vise stete nego koristi, jer je graditelj 
igre postao njen rusitelj. 

Ali CirkovicevV uspeh nije samo pobeda u finalu, vec jos vise 
uspesna manipulacija da Helas bude drugi finalista, bez cega bi 
bio promasen finansiskl efekat ovog turnira. 


Sopsgtvenim snagama u Nacionainu Ligu 
Cirkovic smatra da je ceo JUST-ov tim zasluzan za ovaj 
uspeh na kraju sezone, ali on bi nesumnjivo bio daleko veci da 
u Branko Buljevic i Josip Picloane imali svoj dan. Buljevic je 
ocevidno otsutan zbog nepravde kohju mu je nacinio novi 
selektor australske reprezentacije, jer su mu misli na turneji. 
Josip Picioane prezivijava malu krizu, koja ce brzo proci. Trener 
Cirkovic smatra da je JUST jedini klub koji moze sopstvenim 
snagama da prokrci put do vrha nove Nacionaine lige. On ne 
moze da zamisii nekoga koji bi zamenio JUST-ove momke sa 
kojima je do sad radio. Smatra da bi svaka promena Izneverila 
uspesnu tradictji bezbolne smene generacija. JUST-ov 
podmladak je bio i ostao najbolji izvor velikih talenata. 
| predigra je vazna 

Finale Kupa prvoligasa priviaci vec godinama odlicnu posetu, 
jer su kulminacija jedna naporne | nelzvesne sezone. Ustvari 
treba da odiuce kome treba da pripadnu nogometna kruna i 
nsalov sampiona. Medjutim dva puta uzastopce lose predigre 
traju duze od finalnih utakmica, koje treba da budu glavna 
atrakcija. Dva losa protivnika nemaju snage i znanja da rese 
utakmicu u regularnom vremenu, pa gledamoe preduzetke, koje 
stvaraju nezadovoljstuvo u publici | nervozu kod igraca glavne 
utakmice. 
Posto finale gledaju uglavnom navijaci dva stretna kluba, 
pravo je da oni odiucuju ko ce igrati predigru. Svakako ne bi 
dosii u obzir propali talenti inetalentovani amateri, vec najmiad- 
ji Juniori dva kiuba koji igraju finale. Tako bi sigurno bilo kada bi 
se u finalu sastali dva kluba, koji nisu etnicki kao JUST i Helas. 
Zato su krive uprave, koje dozvoljavaju da im kroji kapu 
pristrasna nogometna birokratija. 


Veterani odlaze u Sidnej 


Posto}i mogucnost da se u Sidneju sastanu veterani JUST-a | 
Jugala pred glavnu utakmicu izmedju JUST-a i Avale u nediju 7 
novembra na igralistu Markonija. Tomislav Stankovic nagovara 
Miadenovica i ostale momke da krenu na put, dok Cirkovic nosi 
kkopacke za svakl sfucaj. Golman Milan Cvijic ne zna ko izdaje 
uverenja za veterane, pa zbog toga nosi u Sidnej krstenicu. 


Ostaje samo mali nogomet 


Posto JUST nije ozeo ucesce u turniru malog nogometa, os- 
taJe nam da pozelimo srecu miadim momcima Essen- 
don/Lionsa, koji su pozrtvovanom Igrom dospeli u polufinale, 
koje se igra ovog cetvrtka uvece u Festival Hall-u. 

Uspeio vece Industriski Lige 

Preko 500 posetilaca doslo je da se zabavi i vidi podelu trofe- 
ja | nagrada najboljim timovima | igracima Industriske lige. Za 
nas je bilo najvece zadovoljstvo kada smo culi imena nasih 
momaka medju najboljima. Prvo je nagradjen Stjepan Fus kao 
najbolji strelac Prve industriske lige (26 zgoditaka), zatim 
Mladen Mutic najbolji strelac druge lige (21 gol) ina kraju Josip 
Rajher, kao najbolji igrac prve lige. 





















—Zika Nikolic 


Sanchez is boss 


Warerley has appointed He coached the senior 
John Sanchez as manager of team this season. 





coaching for the next three 
years. 

Sanchez, a former Slavia 
player, will now direct 
coaching from the seniors 


Sam Jordan — who now 
plays with Fourth Division 
club Clayton — and Tony 
McHugh — were presented 
with trophies for making 


over 200 appearances with 
Waverley. 

Mr Bruce Eastaway 
presented the president's 
trophy to Roy Lawton. 

Senior best and fairest 
went to David Sharpe, with 
the runner-up being Bernie 
Bauer. 

Kevin Binding won the 
reserve XI best and fairest 
award from John Fields, 
who also won the manager’s 
trophy for the reserve side. 

Norrie Ford won the same 
trophy for the first side. 

A trophy was awarded to 
Andrew Hamilton, who was 
judged the club’s most im- 
proved player during the 
1976 season. 


DOVETON SOCCER CLUB 


requires a 


SENIOR COACH 


down to the juniors. 
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John Sanchez 


for season 1977. 


- 


Salary negotiable. 
| Apply in writing to the secretary, T. Tor- 
rance, 132 Paperbark Street, Doveton, or 
ring 792 5968 (evenings) for particulars. 





One of the stalwarts of Victorian soccer, 
Mr. John Kiimecki, of Polonia, died sudden- 


ly at his home last Friday. 

Mr. Klimecki was associated with 
Polonia for about 20 years and was 
its president in 1967. 

He also served as team manager 
and was on the Victorian Soccer 
Federation board of management. 

He was a life member of the VSF. 

Polonia vice-president Mr. Tom 
Ostrowski said: “We are all deeply 


shocked. 


+ 


“John Klimecki was a fine man 
and a dedicated member of our 
club. Everyone will miss him 


deeply.” 


Mr. Klimecki, of Forest Street, 
Sunshine, leaves his wife, Hilda, and 
son Barney who plays for Polonia’s 


senior team. 


13 clubs contest 
Croatian 
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best and fairest award. 


The picture at left shows Billy (left) 
receiving his trophy from Mr. Peter 
McMahon of Leyland, the new sponsor 


of Albion. 


The other picture shows Mr. Les 


Tarax is bubbling 


Tarax looks set for a bright 
season in 1977. 

The club started its training 
schedule fast Sunday with a 
practice match at Monash 
University. 

Tarax — a founder club of 
the Industrial League — has 
had mixed success up to 
date. 

Tarax was. relegated to Se- 
cond Division in 1974 after 
spending several seasons in 
the middie of the First Divi- 
sion table 

However the side bounced 
straight back the next year 
when it finished runner-up to 
Cartro. 

Secretary-m David 
Chant said about the 1976 
season: “We faced a most dif- 








Rae is Al 


Billy Rae has won Albion Rovers’ 


bion’s best 


Shorrock (right) presenting the vice- 


JOHN KLIMECKI 





The late Mr. John Klimecki (third from left) with the VSF board of 
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management of 1970. Others, from left, are: Henry Dressler, Vic 
Manson, John Gorton, George Sawczak, John Castellini, John 
Oliphant, Enver Begovic and the then secretary, Len Willmer. 





president’s trophy to Geoff Olver. 


1978. 


ficult year, fighting relegation 
all the way to the last round. 

“We had a lot of retire- 
ments and transfers. 
Stankovic, Rusmir, Moyana 
and Davis dropped out of last 
year's team. 

“Injurles and illnesses 
prevented us from fielding a 
full strength team. 

“Jack Mihocek made the 
senior list with VFL club Es- 
sendon, and at the time he left 
was our leading goal scorer, 


so it was a gap that was hard 


to fill. 

“With players of the calibre 
of Sandor Kazi (ex-JUST 
gomeerer and brother of 

ndy), Radislav Milanovic 
(Radnicki Belgrade), Cedo 
Cirkovic (OFK Beograd and 
JUST), Miki Brkic (Napredak- 


Albion is now known as Albion 
Leyland, although the name does not 
become official under VSF rules until 


Pictures by BERNIE WASLIN. 
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Zagreb, Hakoah and JUST}, 
Bratislav Rankovic 
(veteran of Belgrade 
League soccer); captain 
Milos Adamovic (Radnicki- 
Belgrade and JUST) and vice- 
captain Vero Mladenovic 
(Beograd and JUST) we have 
the hard-core on which to 
build a potential cham- 
pionship team in 1977. We will 
certainly Improve on our 1976 
performance.” 

Pictured, back row, from 
left: Veljko Dadic, Sam 
Mitrovic, Sandor Kazi, Karl 
Bonowski, Argo Jakovincic, 
Rade Vhilsnovic, Genja 
Kostromin, Milos Adamovic. 
Front: Bob Brankovic, Cedo 
Cirkovic, John Cirkovic, 
mascot Vikiler Kostromm, 
Vero Mladenovic, Milan 
Brkic. 


GOLF IS HIS 
GAME NOW 


For those who have wondered what’s happened to 
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The 1976 Croatia Cup will be played in 
Melbourne on Friday, Saturday and Sunday. 


A total of 13 clubs from all over Australia will compete 
in this year’s tournament. 


There are two sides from Victoria, three from New 
South Wales, two from Queensland, two from 
Tasmania, three from South Australia and one from 
Canberra. 

All matches will be at Montgomery Park, Essendon 
and at the Green Gully Ajax ground in St. Albans. 

Knockout matches will be played over 70 minutes, 
with two 35 minute halves. 

The semi finals and final will last 90 minutes, with two 
45 minute halves. 

Host club is Essendon Lions. 

The draw for the tournament is: 

At Montgomery Park, Essendon on Friday, 11a.m. 
Croatia-Whyalla v Croatia-Launceston; 12.30 p.m. 
Croatia-Adelaide v Sunnyside Utd. (Bris.); 2 p.m. 
Essendon-Melbourne v King Tomislav (Syd.); 4 p.m. 
Croatia-Canberra v Croatia-Whyalla; 5.30 p.m. 
Essendon-Melbourne v Croatia-Coober Pedy. — 

At St. Albans on Friday, 2.30 p.m. Croatia-Sydney v 
Croatia-Hobart; 4.00 p.m. Croatia-Adelaide v Zagreb- 
Sydney; 5.30 p.m. Croatia-Sydney v Croatia-Geelong. 

At St. Albans on Saturday, 10 a.m. Croatia-Canberra 
v Croatia-Launceston; 11.30 a.m. King Tomislav (Syd.) v 
Croatia-Coober Pedy. 

At Montgomery Park on Saturday, 10 a.m. Croatia- 
Hobart v Croatia-Geelong; 11.30 a.m. Sunnyside Utd. 
(Bris.) v Zagreb-Sydney. 

At Montgomery Park on Saturday, 2.30 p.m. Winner 
Group A v Winner Group B; 4.20 p.m. Winner Group C v 
Winner Group D. 

On Sunday, 2.30 p.m. Losing semi-finalists play-off 
for third and fourth places; 4.20 p.m. Final between win- 
ning semi-finalists. 
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George Yelland, we have the answer. George, long- 
time soccer columnist, former referee and Tribunal 
member, has turned to golf — and he’s darned good at 
it. 

George is pictured with the trophies he and his 
partner, Max Weideman, won at Ararat recently. 
George and Max won the four-balil best-ball over 36 
holes on two weekends during the yearly championship 
series at Chalamber Golf Club. There were 120 players 
in the field. 

George is still active in soccer, as vice-president of 


i: the Victorian Industrial League. 
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Thinking big 
Tasmania may be small geographically 
but soccer-wise, it’s thinking big. 


| spent a few days on 
the Apple Isle recently 
and | was impressed with 
the progress made there 
and the enthusiasm of the 
people involved in the 
sport. 

The purpose of my visit 
was to appear at the 
Hobart Show, where the 
Tasmanian Soccer As- 
sociation had a soccer 
display. 

On one day of the show, 
88,000 people came 
through the gate, meaning 
soccer's message was 
able to reach a huge 
audience. 

Other States would do 
well to use their annual 
Shows as a vehicle for 
soccer. 

The display in 
Tasmania featured non- 
stop video films on four 
television screens, com- 
petitions and ap- 
pearances by top coaches 
and players who spread 
the gospel. 


captain 
John 
Warren 


Tasmania is very in- 
terested in the National 
League and hopes to be 
part of it in three or four 
years’ time. 

To this end, it is 
monitoring closely the 
progress of Canberra 
which is comparable to 
Tasmania in soccer af- 
fairs. 

While | was there, we 
had a segment on “This 
Day Tonight”, on TV 
sports shows, on the radio 
and In the Press, all of 
which made the people of 
Tasmania sit up and take 
notice of soccer. 

| must congratulate Reg 
Tolputt, the man who had 
the idea of taking soccer 
to the Show and the man 
who is responsible for the 
promotion of soccer in 
Tasmania. 

Others who deserve a 
mention for the work they 
have done are Wolfgang 
Stuetzal, Mike Furjanic, 
Harry Stewart, : 
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PETER GEORGIOU of 
the Hellenic Herald’ 
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Fibre matures 


like 


Wines mature with age. 


That’s a well accepted 
theory that could also apply 
to fourth division Industrial 
League side Fibre Con- 
tainers. 

Fibre Contaimers of Box 
Hill won the east cham- 
pionship with a side of which 
the average age was 30. 

The club did not train one 
night, because of the dif- 
ferent working shifts of its, 
men. 

Players meet at the 
ground every Sunday and 
the side was selected on who 
was available. 

The club has no members 
or committeemen. 

Secretary is Theo Stavris, 


> 
» 


Hugh Murney 


wine 

assistant secretary Paul De 
Martino, and there is a 
coach. 

Fibre Containers was 
founded last year and did 
not win its first match until 
the third last round. 

This year Fibre finished 
with 30 points from 18 
matches. 

They recorded 13 wins; 
four draws and only one 
loss. 

They scored 63 goals and 
only had 11 kicked against 
it. a 

The team, pictured below 
is, from I-r: Victor Gatt, Jim 
rea. Bottom I-r: Bill Dalli, 
Mehmed Salih, Mustafa 
Mario Calleja, Charles 
Mamo. 








ITALIAN CUP 


Continued from Page 7 


Saturday, November 20: East 
Brunswick v. Nunawading, Fawkner Az- 


zurri v. Regent. 


Sunday, November 21: Essendon 
Triestina v. Thomastown, Juventus v. 


Bulleen. 


Sunday, November 28: Winner 
Group B v Winner D, Winner Group A 


v. Winner C. 


Grand final, Sunday, December 5: 
Two losers play for third and fourth 
positions. Two winners play off for 


championship. 


Group A: Juventus, Bulleen, Central 


Brunswick. 


Group B: Fawkner Azzuri, Crox- 


ton, Regent. 


Group C: Essendon Triestina, 
Thomastown, Kensington. 
Group D: Nunawading, East Carlton, 


East Brunswick. 


S TA fe S Continued from-Page 12 


WAYNE NEUBAUER: 
Striker. 

Wayne, this year, has 
not really found his form. 
Last year he played some 
great games, however, he - 
has tried and has been 
unlucky on many occa- 
sions not.to score. Has the 
ability to make good if he 
tries harder. 

ALLAN ROGERS: striker. 

Allan has played some 
good games as winger 
and under pressure has 


handled himself well, 
looking to. fay off the right 
ball at the right time in the 
vital games. He's in his 
first season in Australian 
soccer and has done well, 
Could improve on fitness 
and speed. 

TONY BUTTERFIELD: 
defender. 

Tony has played many 
good games. He enjoys 
his game at all times and 
has been playing to the 
best of his ability. 


However, he can improve 
on his standard of play. 
His tackling and heading 
need to be improved. 
PETER FLORRY 

Although Peter has 
played in only one game, 
he has attended training 
and games throughout 
the season. This is his first 
season and therefore still 
has a lot to learn. With his 
determination and loyalty 
a lot could be learned 
from him. Well done 
“Neb”. 














PETER SWEENEY looks at the Victorian 
Metropolitan, Provisional and District Leagues. 





Murney wants to 


~ lift Wests 


Former Fitzroy Alexander reserve coach Hugh 
Murney says he will lift lowly first division club Western. 
Suburbs into the State League competition within one 


year. 


Western Suburbs — a Greek based club 
— has always had trouble with its coaches 
and the decision to appoint the likeable 
Scotsman is a daring one. 


Murney believes Wests 
have the potential to become 
a power side, and if anyone 
seems likely to bring this to 


the forefront, then it’s him.- 


His credentials are 
faultless. 

Murney joined Scottish 
club Morton when he was 
17, and at the age of 19 was 
captain of the side. 

He stayed there five years 
before having runs with 
Dumbarton and Queen of 
the South. 

After playing six months 
in [reland, Murney joined 
Melbourne club Hakoah in 
1964, and spent eight years 
there. 

During this time he cap- 
tained the club and in 1972 
finished runner up to Johnny 
Gardiner in the Rothmans 
Medal. 

He then took over the 
reigns at Albion Rovers 
which was then more of a 
social club. 

In 1974 Albion Rovers 
won the Federation Cup and 
finished fourth in the 
League, winning promotion 
into the first division. 

An internal dispute led 


to the dismissal of Murney, . 


and Bobby McLachlan, now 
coach of State League club 
Sunshine, took over. 

Murney moved to Alex- 
ander and was reserve team 
coach to Manny Poulakakis, 
who now leads South 
Melbourne Hellas. 

This year Murney was 
deputy coach to. former 
Australian goalie Jack 
Reilly. 

Mumey said: “I had no 
plans of leaving Alexander 
until I was interviewed by the 
Western Suburbs committee. 

“After a while I became 
very impressed with the 
committee and could see 
they were the backbone of a 
go ahead club that wanted to 
make the State League. 

“Before [ accepted the job 
I wanted to know if the com- 
mittee was prepared to sign 
British players. 

“] was given a positive 
reply, but was told they 
must be good players. 

“T now intend to sign two 
or three players, and I am 
interested in Billy Rae of Al- 


* bion and Ian Millar of Alex- 
. ander. 


“The Greek players are 
good but they have been 
playing as individualists. 

“I must teach Wests to 
play as a team, and instil 
player discipline back into 
the side. 

“Once I do this I promise 
we will make the State 
League. 

“T will command a good 
team as we will have a 
strong, healthy following 
from the Greek -prople: 

“If somebody doesn’t 
train two or three nights a 
week, and do as I want him 
to do, then he won’t be play- 
ing. 

“During my time in the 
State League, I was shocked 
to see how clubs treat their 
reserve and junior grade 
sides. 

“They couldn’t give a 
damn, and it’s a bloody 
shame. Young players need 


GREEN GULLY AJAX SOCCER CLUB 


(Newly admitted to the State League) 
invites applications for 


SENIOR COACH 


FOR 1977 _ 
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to be, and should be used in 
teams. 

“It’s about time clubs 
woke up to themselves and 
had a look. 


“My two aims next season 
are to knock Albion Rovers 
off and get into the State 
League.” 


Branko off 
to 
Holland 


Brilliant Essendon Lions 
striker Branko Culina will 
join Holland first grade club 
Sparta late this month, 

Culina, 19, was asked to 
try his luck with Sparta, 
after a club official was im- 
pressed with his form during 
a trip to Melbourne early 
this year. 

Branko said: “I fixed up 
my passport on Monday, and 
will- leave in about four 
weeks. 

“If [ make the grade I will 
stay there forever, otherwise 
I'll stay for as long as they 
want me to. 

**Even if I don’t make it, I 
will come back a better 
player. 

“T am looking forward to 
going. 

“It’s a tremendous place 
to learn more about the 
game, and I think my style 
will be more suited to their 
type of game. 

“A lot of people have ad- 
vised me against going but 
I’m prepared to take the risk 
as I love playing soccer. 


“Tt’s all I want to do. 

“Tam waiting on another 
letter to finalise things, but I 
have been told I will be right 
for accommodation and will 
be given a good deal. 

“If | happen to be good 
enough, then I have the 
chance of being signed by a 
bigger club.” 

Culina is one of the 
brightest prospects in Vic- 
toria. 

He played junior soccer 
with Croatia, before 
spending one season with 
Juventus and St. Albans. 

He is in his second year 
with Lions. 

Culina is an apprentice 
fitter and turner. 


Tim back 
in charge 

Springvale —- promoted to 
the first division next year — 
has reappointed Tim White 
as its coach. 

White led Springvale into 
second place during the year 
and won them promotign. 

Mr Charles Adams “has 
been voted president of 
Sprinvale for next season, 
with Mr Roy Ashford as vice 
president. 

John Morrison is once 
again secretary and the 
treasurer is Mrs Iris Strutt, 

The committee will be 
made up of Messrs Mec- 
Quilkin, Hermus, Romp, 
Strutt and Healey. 

Two star players Tim, 
White will be hoping for big 
things from next year are 
goal ace Jack Gollan and 
goalkeeper Peter Mur. 

Both starred this year and 





are expected to carry on the 
good form next year. 
Jacko 
gets job 

Alan Jackson has been ap- 
pointed coach of Bayswater 
United, which will be known 
as Knox City from next 
year, 

Jackson — best and 
fairest at the club this year 
— takes over from Steve 
Atkins who will continue as 
a player. 

Jackson is looking for 
new players and he can be 
contacted on 729 3654 
(home) or 762 5898 (work). 

Jackson’s main aim is to 
win promotion through the 
divisions for his side. 

Work has started on a 
new complex for the Knox 
City club. 

When completed it will 
boast two A grade pitches, a 
pavilion and a dining room 
that will seat 200. 


Mike boss of 


coaches 


Mike Roodhouse has been 
elected president of the 
eastern branch of the 
coaches association. 


Roodhouse replaces Ted 
Dilworth who is returning to 
England next month for an 
indefinite period. 

His loss will be a bi 
to both the branch an 
torian soccer. 

Dilworth took 
Mooroolbark from the 
fourth division to the first 
division in successive years 


one 
Vic- 


_and also coached Bayswater 


to two premierships. 

He is also a life member 
of the Croydon club and 
coached the Victorian under 
15 team into second place in 
this year’s National Cham- 
pionspips. 

Secretary/Treasurer of 
the eastern branch of the as- 
sociation next year is Don 
Barker with Terry Vowles 
the vice president and Bob 
Nicholson publicity officer. 

The next meeting of the 
association is on Monday 
November 29 at the 
Croydon ground at 7 pm. 

Victorian Director of 
Coaching Ron Smith and. 
staff coaches Ted Dilworth 
and Fred Bunce will present 
coaching demonstrations for 
junior and senior coaches. 

For further information 
telephone Don Barker on 
848 5223. y 


Vacancies 
for course 


There are still vacancies 
left for a coaching course 
that will begin later this 
month. 

The preliminary award 
course will be run over three 
weekends, beginning on 
Saturday November 20 and 
Sunday November 21. 

It will be held at the 
Karingal Soccer Club, 
Balham Park, Frankston. 

The course, which costs 
$10, is designed for people 
who have had some ex- 
perience as a player or as a 
coach. 

Other courses will be held 
later in the year and also 
early next year 

Further information can 
be obtained by phoning the 


Victorian Soccer Federation 
on 94 4304, 


Builders 
Carpenters 
Cabinet makers 


f. 


ma. culie 


Ss. S. woppel 


463 6641. 
439 2346 
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air), Mackay, Jim Kriaris, Margaritis Hagegmanouil and Alan Parrott. 
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Up they fly! Hellas striker Duncan Cummings resis his arm on the shoulder of Jim 
Kondarios as Hellas captain Steve Walker looks downfield. 

It’s an action-packed picture that lacks one thing — the ball. It's nowhere to be 
found. 
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“She's ours”. Footscray JUST skipper Frank Micic holds the Dockerty Cup in his 
left hand as he is congratulated by Mr Walter Jonah, the Minister for Immigration and 
Ethnic Affairs. 

VSF secretary George Wallace is in the middie. 

It was a triumph for veteran Micic, who was a former South Melbourne Hellas 


player. 
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Hellas forward Margaritis Hagegmanouil faces a tough task as he comes up 
against Alan Parrott, Footecray JUST. . 

it was the outstanding form of the JUST defence that held Hellas to a losing score 
in Sunday’s Dockerty Cup final at Olympic Park. 


